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Different parts of a bird’s body 


Eye 


“Shoulder” 


Breast 
Belly 
Flank 


Tarsus 
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Flight feathers 


Vegetation map 


Desert 
Karoo, arid regions 
Dry bushveld, savanna 
Moist bushveld, woodland 
Coastal bush 

Fynbos 

Grassland 

Forest ] 
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Key to the major groups of birds 


As there are more than 420 birds described in this pocket guide, many 
birdwatchers will not know where to start searching for a particular species. The 
birds are therefore divided into a number of major groups (marked with colour 
codes) according to their visual characteristics. The following key will help you 
to recognise these major groups of birds. Follow the key step by step. Study 
each group and eliminate groups as you go along, until you reach the group 
that describes the main characteristics of the bird that you wish to identify. 


Use the colour codes to quickly find the different groups in the pocket guide 


1 Flying waterbirds 
Waterbirds that fly or dive from the air into the water: long, 
narrow wings; mostly white; larger than a dove. (pp. 8-11) 


Swimming and diving waterbirds 
Waterbirds that swim or dive from the surface: webbed or 
lobed toes; larger than a dove. (pp. 12-20) 
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Larger wading birds 


Long legs; mostly close to water, but some also in grass- 
veld, arid regions and bushveld; fowl-sized or larger. 


(pp. 21-32) fh 
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Smaller waders 


Long legs; mostly close to water, but some also in grassveld 
and arid regions; fowl-sized or smaller. (pp. 33-43) 
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Fowl-like birds (gamebirds) 
Ground-living; brown plumage (except guineafowl); dove- 
sized or larger. (pp. 44-49) 
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Birds of prey (raptors) 
Hooked bills; sharp claws; excellent eyesight; active by day 
or night. (pp. 50-64) 


Fruiteaters 
Robust and broad bills; crow-sized or smaller. (pp. 65-69) 
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Birds with long, straight bills 
Occur near water or in trees; dove-sized or smaller. (pp. 70-74) 


Birds with long, decurved bills 
Crow-sized or smaller. (pp. 75-84) 
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Aerial insectivores 


Catch insects in flight; long, narrow and pointed wings; 
small, triangular bills; dove-sized or smaller. (pp. 85-90) 


Insectivores 


Thrush-like bills: upper jaw slightly decurved or hooked at 
the tip. 


a. Stout bills 


i Birds crow-sized or smaller. (pp. 91-98) 


b. Medium-sized bills 
Birds dove-sized or smaller (except some 
cuckoos). (pp. 99-126) 


c. Tiny bills 


Birds about sparrow-sized or smaller. 
(pp. 127-133) 


Seedeaters 


Doves and pigeons, and finch-like birds with short, conical 
bills. (pp. 134-153) 


Symbols 
The following characteristics of birds are indicated by means of 


symbols: 


Size 


The size of each bird (indicated by a dark 
silhouette) is compared to one of three well- 
known birds (indicated in red) 


(The symbols in each block are arranged in order of importance.) 


yd Cape Sparrow > Dove Helmeted Guineafow! 


Habitat 


A habitat is the type of country in which the 
bird will live and occur. There are sir 
between the habitat and the vegetation zones 


S 


as indicated on the map on page (iv). A 
specific habitat may, however, be found with- 
in a vegetation zone. 
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Towns, cities and gardens 
These areas vary from the centre of a metropolitan region to the 
gardens of farm houses. 


Freshwater areas 
These are dams, vieis, marshes, pans, rivers and streams. The shores 
may be open beaches, rocks or beds of reeds and sedges. 


Marine areas 

The coastline, inshore areas and the open ocean are |ncluded in this 
habitat. Estuaries are transition zones between marine and freshwater 
areas. 


Mountains and hills 
High mountains support a unique avifauna. The birds of smaller hills 
and koppies are similar to those of the adjacent country. 


Fynbos 
The Cape fynbos is well known, but high mountains may also be 
covered in fynbos-like vegetation. 


Deserts, arid country and dry scrub 
Ee ero Namib, Namaqualand and Bushmanland are typical of this 
abitat. 


Grassland 


Grassland includes not only open grasslands, but also smaller patches 
Of grass within other vegetation zones. 
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Food 


The main food sources of every bird species 
are indicated, but birds will from time to time 
also take other food 
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Trees and thickets 

Thornveld, savanna, bushveld, woodland and even thickets in other 
vegetation zones form this habitat. Dense riverine bush is a transition 
zone to forests. 

Evergreen forests and coastal bush 

Forests constitute a dense vegetation type where the canopies of trees 
form a continuous layer. Inland forest trees are usually tall, while 
coastal bush consists of smaller trees. 

Widespread 

Some birds occur in a variety of habitats. Their preferred habitat is 
indicated 


Seeds 
The most utilized seeds are those of grasses, although birds will also 
feed on the seeds of other plants. 


Fruit and berries 
Fruit and berries are usually seasonal. For this reason fruit-eating birds 
also need to take other food. 


Nectar 
Nectar is produced in the base of a flower. As it is not particularly 
nutritious, birds supplement their diet with other food. 


Vegetation: leaves, grass and flowers 
Few birds have a digestive system capable of dealing with tough plant 
material. Softer parts are usually preferred. 


Plankton 
Plankton are microscopically small organisms in water. A special filter 
mechanism is needed to utilize this food. 


Insects and other terrestrial invertebrates 
Insects, spiders, scorpions, worms and other invertebrates living on 
land are eaten by many birds. 


Crabs, snails and other aquatic invertebrates 
A large variety of invertebrates living in water form an important food 
source for many birds. 


Fish and frogs 
Some birds feed on both fish and frogs, while others either take fish 
only, or feed on frogs and tadpoles. 


Carrion 
Dead animals, |arge and small, are considered to be carrion. 
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Sociability 
The most prevalent social structure of every 
bird species is indicated. 


Nests 


Most birds build nests for breeding. The 
figure in this block indicates the average 
number of eggs per clutch. The following nest 
structures are indicated: 


None 
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Birds ; 
Adult bircls and chicks are prey for other birds. 


Small mammals and reptiles 
Mice, rats, dassies and hares are examples of small mammals. The 
important reptiles utilized as a food source are snakes and lizards. 


Omnivores 
Omnivores utilize a wide variety of food, including both animal and plant 
material. 


Solitary 
Is usually found on its own 


Pairs 
The male and female are usually seen together. 


Family groups or small flocks 
Groups of less than about a dozen individuals, 


Large flocks 
Groups varying from about a dozen to thousands of individuals. 


No nest 
The eggs are laid on the ground, a ledge or other suitable place, such 
as the nest of other birds 


Scrape in the ground 
A simple hollow which may or may not be lined with nesting material. 


Heap 
A turret of mud or soil on which the eggs are laid. 
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Unique 


Parasite 


Platform 
A flat structure of branches, twigs or other plant material. 


Saucer 
A flat structure with a slight rim, usually built of plant material. 


Cup 
A deep cup or bowi-shaped structure, usually built of plant material. 


Burrow in an earth bank or in the ground 
The eggs are laid in a chamber at the end of a tunnel. This burrow may 
be self-excavated or dug by another animal 


Cavity in a tree 

Cavities in trees may be self-excavated. Birds also often use natural 
cavities or those left by other animals. The nest may or may not be 
lined. 


Neatly woven nest 
Typical of the weavers. These nests are usually suspended at the tips 
of slender branches, or built among reeds and sedges. 


Round or oval nests of plant material 
Although also woven, these nests appear untidy. 


Unique nest 
Some birds have unique nests which are described in the text. 


Nesting parasite 
The eggs are laid in the nest of a host who will incubate them and rear 
the chicks. 


Migratory patterns 
The migratory pattern of each bird is indicated on the distribution map by means of three 
different colours: (The figure below each map is the species’ southem African number.) 
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Resident 
Breeds here and occurs in southern Africa throughout the year. 


Summer resident 
Breeds in southern Alrica during the summer months (October-April), 
but migrates north in winter, usually to other parts of Africa. 


Visitor 

Found in southern Africa during the summer months (October-Apri 
but migrates north by the end of summer to breed, usually in Eurasi: 
Pelagic seabirds breeding in Antarctica occur along our coast during 
the winter months. 


Group 1: Flying waterbirds 


Waterbirds which fly over the water and sometimes dive into the water from the 
air are mostly associated with the sea, although some of them occur on inland 
waters. These are the albatrosses, the petrels, the gulls, the terns and the 
gannets. They have long, narrow wings which are well suited for effortless gliding 
flight. Their white plumage helps to camouflage them when seen from the water, 
The albatrosses and petrels are birds of the open ocean and are seldom seen 
inshore. They often follow ships and fishing boats. 

Gulls and terns are inshore birds, but also occur on fresh water. Gulls, with their 
strong bills, hooked at the tip, are well adapted for a scavenging lifestyle. Terns 
have long pointed wings, making them excellent fliers and enabling them to dive 
into the water or take food from the surface. 

Gannets fish by plunging into the water. They are gregarious birds, not only when 
breeding, but also while feeding. 


Black-browed Albatross 
Resembies a large Kelp Gull with long 
narrow wings, but the bill is yellow with a 
pink tip. The white underwing has a broad 
black edge. The immature bird has a grey 
head and bill it may be confused with other 
albatrosses. It croaks when fighting for 
food. Common during winter over the open 
ocean, but also seen in 

coastal waters. Large num- 
bers gather around trawlers 
to feed on offal 
(Swartrugmalmok) 
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Pintado Petrel 

Apied petrel. The underparts are white, the 
throat black. The upperparts and wings are 
black with white patches. Common during 
winter over the open ocean, especially 
near trawlers, After stormy weather it may 
be seen along the coast. Settles on the 
water to feed. Paddles with the feet to bring 
food to the surface or dives oe 
fort, Alternates flapping and. S17, 
gliding flight. i 
(Seeduifstormvo8) 2 
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Kelp Gull 

Allarge gull with a black back and wings. 
The adult has dark eyes, a yellow bill with 
a red spot at the tip and green-grey legs. 
(The uncommon Lesser Blackbacked Gull 
has yellow eyes and legs.) The immature is 
speckled dark brown and could be jj 
confused with the rarer skuas. Found com- 
monly along the coast, 
especially in harbours. Fol- 
lows trawlers in search of i 
offal 
(Swartrugmeeu) 312 
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Grey-headed Gull 

The pale yellow eyes and bright red bill 
distinguish the adult fromm Hartlaub’s Gull, 
Breeding birds have grey heads. Non- 
breeding birds have grey patches behind 
the eyes, but their bills are still redder than 
those of Hartlaub’s Gull. Immatures have 
dark eyes and orange bills and legs. 
Found along the coast as 

well as on larger inland 

waters. Breeds in colonies. (eae 

(Gryskopmeeu) 
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Hartlaub’s Gull 
Characteristic are the dark eyes and white 
head. When breeding, the head is pale grey. 
Could then be confused with the Grey- 
headed Gull which, however, has yellow 
eyes and a bright red bill. Immatures have 
brown bills and legs. Ocours along the West 
Coast (seldom over the open ocean) and 
adjacent inland. Scavenges _ 
along the coast or around <> J» 
trawlers. Breeds in colonies 

on isands or buildings during \ 

winter. (Hartiaubse meu) 


wry 


Cape Gannet 

Unmistakable, A large white bird with black 
tips to the wings and tall. The head and 
neck are yellow, patterned with black; the 
bill is pointed, (Australian Gannets have a 
shorter throat stripe.) The dark immature is 
sgotted with white, out is larger than similar 
birds. Found in coastal waters, seldom over 
the open ocean. Congre- 


gates over shoals of fish, \ IX Je 

diving into the water. Breeds | |~“ 

in colonies on islands. V2 
“58 


(Witmalgas) 
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The yellow bill distinguishes it from all other 
terns, even those with orange bills. Slightly 
smaller than the Caspian Tem. The black 
cap extends only to above the eye: the 
forehead is white. The cap of the non- 
breeding bird is greyer. The tail is deeply 
forked. Found on estuaries and at river 
mouths, often in association 

with other terns and guils. \ 
Breeds in colonies on islands 
or vieis near the coast. 
(Geelbekseeswael) 
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Common Tern 
One of the most common coastal tems 
during summer. The nan-breeding bird has 
a black bill, but the forehead is white. (Tho 
bill and legs of the very similar Arctic Tern 
are shorter. The Antarctic Tem has grey 
underparts.) The breading bird, which is 
seldom seen, has a red bill tipped with 
black. Usually mixes with 
other tems. Dives into the 
water for food, 

(Gewone seesweel) 
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Caspian Tern 
The largest tern in the region. its large size 
and the massive red bill distinguish it from 
other similar terns, (The Swift Tem has a 
yellow bill.) The cap of the non-breeding 
bird is dark grey. Found on estuaries and 
large inland waters. The flight is slow, like 
that of a gull. When foraging, it hovers with 
the bill pointed downwards 
and then dives into the water \ 
to catch fish. 
(Reuseseeswael) 
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Whiskered Tern 

This tern and the White-winged Tem occur 
mosily on inland waters. Both have 
square tails, unlike other tems. In the 
breeding plumage the Whiskered Tern is 
unmistakable. Non-breeding birds rosem- 
ble non-breeding White-winged Terns, but 
are usually seen in winter when the latter 
are absent. Small flocks fly 


low over the water, quar yy 
tering to and fro. The nest 
floats on the water. 


(Witoaardmeerswael) 338 
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White-winged Tern [ 
The most common inland tern during 
summer. The non-breeding plumage is 
grey and white, with dark patches hehind 
the eyes and on the crown. (The non- 
breeding Whiskered Tern is very similar, 
but is seen during aulumn and winter.) 
Before it leaves for the Norther Hemis- 
phere in April, the pied 

breeding plumage may be 

seen. Large flocks forage 


over freshwater. 

(Witvierkmeerswael) 339 
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Group 2: Swimming and diving 
waterbirds 


Waterbirds which swim or dive from the surface of the water may occur on either 
marine or inland waters. These include the penguins, pelicans, cormorants, 
darters, ducks, geese, grebes, moorhens and coots. All have webbed toes, 
except grebes, moorhens and coots whose toes are lobed. 
Cormorants and darters are mostly dark in colour. They swim very low in the water, 
diving for their food. After swimming they have to dry their non-waterproof feathers 
by sunning themselves with outstretched wings. 
Penguins are well-known ocean birds. Pelicans are huge white birds characterized 
} by the enormous pouch below the bill used to catch fish. 
| Ducks and geese have flattened bills. Many ducks filter fine food particles from the 
water, while the geese are more adapted to feed on grass and leaves. 
Grebes, moorhens and coots are often mistaken for ducks, but have pointed bills. 
Grebes feed by diving for small animals, while the moorhens and coots are more 
vegetarian. 


African Darter 

The long thin neck, slender body and 
straight pointed bill cistinguish it from the 
cormorants. Immature and non-breeding 
birds have pale, not black, underparis. 
Oceurs on most inland waters. Swims with 
the body submerged, only part of the neck 
and head visible. Like the cormorants, it 
dries its outspread wings in 


the sun after swimming. § 
Breeds in colonies 
(Airikeanse slanghalsvodl) 
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White-breasted Cormorant 
The largest cormorant in the region. The 
white throat and breast and the heavy bill 
are characteristic. Immatures have white 
bellies, (The immature Reed Cormorant is 
smaller and its belly is off-white.) The 
breeding bird may have a white spot on the 
thigh. Found along the coast and on larger 
inland waters. Often perches 


on dead trees and flies low 
] over the water, 
(Witborsduiker) 
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Cape Cormorant 
The adult is green-black with a yellow 
patch at the base of the bill. The eyes are 
green. Non-breeding birds and immatures 
are dark brown with paler bellies. (The 
Crowned Cormorant is smaller, has a crest 
nd red eyes.) The most common cormo- 
ant along our coast. Forages in large 
jocks and often flies in long 
ines. Roosts and breeds in 
colonies on guano islands. 
Trekduiker) 
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Bank Cormorant 
4 plack, robust cormorant with a crested 
ead and sometimes a white rump. (The 
rowned Cormorant is smaller and the 
Cape Cormorant has a yellow throat, but 
10 crest.) Prefers the colder water along 
ine west coast and is always found near 
ine coast. Forages either alone or in small 
‘s. Roosts and breeds 
coastal islands or on \ 
solated rocky outcrops on 
he mainland. 
Bankduiker) 
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Reed Cormorant 
A small cormorant with a long tail and red 
es. When breeding it is darker, espe- 
cially on the belly, and has a crest on the 
cad. The immature has off-white under 
arts. Occurs widely on inland waters. (The 
lar Crowned Cormorant is a marine 
nid along the west coast.) Swims low in 
water. Like all cormo- 
nts it often sits with out- 
spread wings in the sun. 
2eds in colonies with oth- 
waterbirds. (Rietduiker) 


HoCE: 


Jackass Penguin 
The only penguin to breed along this coast. 
‘The upright stance distinguishes it on land. 
When swimming only the head is visible 
and the white crescent on the side of the 
head is conspicuous. The head and back 
of the immature are dark grey and the 
underparts a dull white. Forages at sea but 
roosts on land. Breeds in 
colonies on islands along \ 
the coast 

(Brilpikkewyn) 
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Eastern White Pelican 

Ihe larger ot the two pelicans. The white 
colour, pink facial skin and yellow pouch 
distinguish it from the Pink-backed Pelican. 
The underwing is black and white in flight. 
The immature has brown wings and a pale 
yellow breast. Found along the coast and 
on larger inland waters. May associate with 
the Pink-backed Pelican 
Flocks often chase fish into 
shallow water before scoo- 
ping them up 

(Oostelike witpelikaan) 
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Pink-backed Pelican 

The greyer plumage distinguishes it from 
the Eastern White Pelican. It is also smal- 
ler, has a yellow bill and a grey or pink 
pouch. The undenwing is uniformly colou- 
ed in flight. The immature is brown, but not 
as brown as the immature Eastern White 
Pelican. Found on estuaries, river mouths 
and larger inland waters. 


Associates with the White \ 
Pelican. Forages alone, but \ |. 
breeds in colonies \ 


(Kleinpelikaan) 
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White-faced Duck 
The upright stance, black head and neck, 
and the white face are characteristic. (The 
head of the female SA Shelduck is grey at 
the back) The immature has a pale brown 
(not white) face. Its call consists of three 
whistles. Found on rivers and large inland 
waters with sufficient vegetation. Swims with 
the neck extended and dives 
regularly. Forages also at 
night. Breeds in family 
srOups. 

Nonnetiie-eend) 


> a E: 


Lf LF |e 


We 


Fulvous Duck 
The head and body are golden brown, the 
bill and legs grey, The creamy-white 
feathers on the flanks are characteristic 
The call is two consecutive whistles. Found 
on large, quiet inland waters with sufficient 
lace vegetation. Dives frequently for 
food. Mixes sometimes with White-faced- 
Ducks. Spends much time 
on the water's edge, but ‘ 
remains shy and wary. 
(Fluiteend) 
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Yellow-billed Duck 
A grey-brown duck with a characteristic 
yellow bill. Each feather has a lighter edge, 
giving a scaled appearance. The green 
econdanies are conspicuous in fight. (The 
African Black Duck has a dark bill and 
yellow legs.) |s widely distributed on inland 
waters. Flies high and fast, but does not 
dive often. Groups linger 

ig the edge of the water. (> 
Geelbekeend) \ 


Egyptian Goose 

A brown goose with darker upperparts and 
ted legs. There is a dark brown patch 
around the eyes and a brown patch on the 
breast, hence the Afrikaans name. In flight 
the wings are characteristically white with 
black tips. Occurs on most inland waters 
and estuanes. Roosts near water. Females 
are noisy, while males hiss. 

Breeds in a variety of sites 

even on buildings far away 

from water. 

(Kolgans) 102 
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South African Shelduck 
Chestnut brown with dark legs and a grey 
head. The female's face is white. (The 
White-faced Duck is darker and the back of 
the head is black.) Resembles the Egyp- 
tian Goose in flight, but is more coppery 
Found on most inland waters, but prefers 
brackish pans, Often lingers along the 
water's edge. Females court 


the males. Breeds in winter. (7X) 
Nests in aardvark or other ty 


holes 
(Kopereend) 
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Spur-winged Goose 
The largest of our waterfowl. The belly is 
white, the rest ot the plumage is black with @ 
glossy green shine, but colour vanations 
occur (a and b). The legs and bill are pnksh 
red. Males are larger than females and have 
a growth on the forehead. Flocks occur on 
Most larger inland waters surrounded by 
grasslands, Breeds in pairs on 
smaller bodies of water. Shy © 
and wary. Often perches on 
dead trees or near the water's 
edge (Wikiemakou) 
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African Black Duck 

The upperparts are dark brown, spotled 
with white, The rest of the body is grey- 
brown, the bill s dark and the legs yellow. 
(Yellow-billed Ducks have yellow bills and 
dark legs.) The green secondaries are 
conspicuous in flight. Found in territorial 
pairs on shallow rivers in wooded areas. 
Very shy; takes off at the last 

moment when disturbed. \ 7S 
Flies low and very fast over 

the water. 

(Afrikaanse swarteend) 405 
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Cape Shoveller 
The broad, dark bill of this pale brown duck 
s characteristic, The legs are yellow, but 
orange when breeding. In fight the wing has 
a blue leading edge. This is separated from 
the green secondanes by a white band. The 
eyes of the males are yellow, females have 
dark eyes. Prefers shallow temporary pools. 
Takes off steeply and flies 
fast. Often lingers at the 
water's edge. 

(Kaapse slopeend) 


ee 
o% Q\\e 


Southern Pochard 

The male has a dark brown head, neck and 
back, The belly is light brown. The eye is a 
conspicuous red. The female is paler with 
k eyes. A white crescent stretches from 
hind the eyes to the side of the neck, 
Both sexes have blue-grey bills. (Maccoa 
Duck males have blue bills. Females and 
non-breeding males have 

nale lines below the eyes.) 

Prefers deep, clean inland 

vater, Shy. 

Bruinsend) 113. 
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Cape Teal 
Apale, small duck with darker spots and a 
pink bill, (The Red-billed Teal has a red bill 
and @ dark cap with white cheeks.) The 
wings appear dark in flight. The 
secondaries are white with a central green 
triangle. Prefers shallow inland brackish 
water like salt pans and marshes, but also 
estuaries and tidal flats 
Often rises to circle and 
land nearby. Dives when 
foraging for food 

(Teeleend) 
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Red-billed Teal 
Gould be confused with the Cape Teal, but 
the head has a dark cap and white 
cheeks. The bill is characteristically red, 
not pink. The pale socondaries are visible 
in flight. (The Hottentot Teal is smalier and 
buftior, with a blue-grey bill.) Found on 
most inland waters. Seen mostly in flocks, 
especially at the end of 
winter, Occurs in pairs when 
breeding 

(Rooibekeend) 
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Hottentot Teal 
Avery small duck. Could be confused with 
the Red-billed Teal, but the bill is blue-grey, 
not red, and the head pattern is slightly 
different. The overall appearance is yellow- 
ish-brown, Shows green secondaries in 
flight. Pairs and small flocks prefer quiet 
inland waters with some vegetation where 
they are well camoutlaged. 
Often rests on the water's 
edge. 

(Geviekte eend) 
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Pygmy Goose 
Our smallest duck. The underparts are 
orange, the upperparts dark green and the 
face white. The short bill is yellow. The 
male has a large green patch on the side of 
the neck, which is absent in females and 
mmmatures. The white secondaries are 
clearly visible in flight. Prefers clear inland 
waters covered with vege- 
tation where it is easily over- 
looked, Spends most of its 
time on the water. 
(Dwerggans) 
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Knob-billed Duck 

The upperwings are metallic blue with a 
glossy sheen, the underwings are black. 
The underparts are white. Males are bigger 
ihan females, and have a fleshy growth on 
the bill, This gets larger when breeding, 
Found on marshes, floodplains and 
shallow pans with surface vegetation in 
bushveld areas. Perches in 
lrees of on the ground close 
‘0 water. Males often have 
more than one female. 
Knobbeleend) 115 
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Red-knobbed Coot 
A pitch-black waterbird with a characteristic 
white bill and frontal shield. The eyes and 
the two knobs on the forehead (hence the 
name) are red, These knobs are swollen in 
breeding birds. The grey legs are greenish 
when breeding, (The Common Moorhen 
fas a red bill and frontal shield.) Found in 
large numbers on most 
inland waters. Often chase 
each other while swimming. 
(Bleshoender) 
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Common Moorhen 

The yellow legs, red frontal shield and bill 
with a yellow tip are characteristic. Except 
for the white undertail and the white 
feathers on the flanks, the plumage is 
biack. (The rarer Lesser Moorhen is smal- 
ler, the bill mostly yellow and the legs pale 
green.) inhabits reed beds and sedges 
around most bodies of wa- 
ter. Swims most of the time, 
also climbs over reeds or 
walks around in the shal- 
lows. (Grootwaterhoender) 
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Dabchick 
‘Smallest of the three grebes - smaller than 
any duck. When breeding the throat and 
sides of the neck are rufous and there is a 
white spot at the base of the bill. The dark 
eyes and pale (not white) underparts 
distinguish it from the Black-necked Grebe. 
Found commonly on most permanent 
inland waters with vegela- 
tion. Dives frequently, 
Breeds throughout the year 
(Kleindobbertjie) 
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Great Crested Grebe 
The largest grebe in the region. The white 
crest, dark cap and dark red eyes are 
characteristic. Breeding birds may be 
confused with the Black-necked Grebe 
which is smaller and lacks the crest. Found 
on larger bodies of water with sedges and 
other emergent vegetation. Sometimes 
ventures onto the sea. Divas 

for food. Has an elaborate (=~ 


courtship display. hing 
(Kuifkopdobbertjie) a 
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Group 3: Larger wading birds 


The larger wading birds are characterized by their long legs. The majority are 
ssociated with water areas, although some species are often found in other moist 
abitats, These are the herons, egrets, storks, cranes, Hamerkop, ibises, 

spoonbills and flamingos. 
Herons and egrets fly with their heads tucked into their shoulders, Their bills are 
ong and slender. Storks are voiceless, but clap their heavy bills. Cranes have far- 
carrying trumpeting calls heard during their elaborate courtship dances. The long 
decurved bills of ibises probe for small animals hidden in mud or soil. The unique bill 
of flamingos is used to filter plankton from the water. No other birds can be confused 
with the Hamerkop and African Spoonbill 

Bustards, korhaans and the Ostrich are, strictly speaking, not wading birds as they 
Jo not have the habit of wading in shallow water. Most bustards and korhaans occur 

Gry open habitats, but some inhabit wooded areas. 


Grey Heron 
The bill and legs are yellowish. The crown 
\s white with a black band just above the 
eye. The front of the white neck has black 
sireaks, In flight the underwing is grey, 
Young birds are similar to, but much duller 
than adults and could be mistaken for the 
young Black-headed Heron. Frequents 
shallow water, quietly wai- 
ling for prey. Breeds in 
colonies with other herons 


and cormorants 
(Bioureier) 
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| 

Ewe 


Black-headed Heron 

The top of the head and back of the neck 
are black, the bill and legs dark. In flight the 
black flight feathers distinguish it from the 
Grey Heron, Young birds are similar to 
young Grey Herons, but the dark cap of the 
head extends to below the eye, Found in 
marsnes, shallows and open patches of 
grass away from water. 


Roosts and breeds in colo- 
Ni€s in trees and on islands. 
(Swartkopreier) , 
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Goliath Heron 
Our largest heron. The back and wings are 
dark gray with a rufous neck and underparts. 
The bill is very large and the long legs hang 
slightly below the horizontal in flight. Young 
birds are browner above and buif undemeath, 
Could at a distance be mistaken for the 
Purple Heron, which is smaller, more 
slenderly built and with 
streaks down the side of the 
neck. Stands for long periods 
in deeper water, waiting for 
prey, (Reusereier) 
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Purple Heron 
Aslender heron with a long thin neck and a 
slender, yellowish bill, The back is grey- 
brown and the neck orange-brown, strea- 
ked black on the sides. The crown of the 
head is black, but the throat is white. At a 
distance it is similar to the Goliath Heron, 
but much smaller, more slender and 
without a rufous crown. A 
shy heron which hides 
among the reeds of quiet 


‘“B 
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dams and marshes, Roosts 
in colonies. (Roaireier) 65 
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Common Squacco Heron 
The breast is white, and the back and neck 
light brown, streaked on the neck. The legs 
and bill are yellowish. Breeding birds have 
blue bills tipped with black, and red legs; 
the back is then rufous-brown and the 
crown dark. The brilliant white wings are 
conspicuous in flight. A very shy bird 
Frequents quiet waters with 


plenty of shelter where it ¥ 
hides quietly, Roosts in \ (. 
colonies 


(Gewone ralreier) 72 
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Great White Egret 

The largest of the white egrets. The neck 
and legs are very long. The bill is usually 
yallow, but black at the start of the breeding 
season. A dark line extends from the bill 10 
under and behind the eye. (This distin- 
guishes it from the Yellow-billed Egret which 
is smaller and has yellow upper legs.) 
Prefers shallow inland wa- 
‘ers where it stands motion- 
less in wait for prey. 
Grootwitreier) 
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Little Egret 

The slender biack bill, black legs and yellow 
toes distinguish it from other white egrets. 
The long head plumes are present through- 
ut the year, but the breast and back plumes 
uring the breeding season only. It is larger 
out more slender than the Cattle Egret. 
Feeds in shallow inland waters and visits 
ntertidal pools, usually distur- f 
ving prey with its yellow toes. 

Roosts and breeds in colo- 

nies, but hunts alone. 

(Kleinwitreier) 67 
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Cattle Egret 
Adults have yellow bills and legs (orange-red 
at the beginning of the oreeding season). 
Orange plumes are present on the head, 
breast and back when breeding. Immatures 
have dark bills and legs like the Little Egret; 
however, their necks are shorter and the 
toes dark. Forages in flacks alongside larger 
herbivores like cattle to catch 
insects, Flies in “V" formation 
t0 roosting trees near water. 
(Veereier/Bosiuisvoél) 
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Black Egret 
Itis dark grey, but looks black at a sistance. 
The bill is black. The head carries a long 
crest. The yellow toes are orange-red at the 
beginning of the breeding season. (The simi- 
lar Slaty Egret of the Okavango has yellow 
eyes and legs, and a rufous throat.) Inhabits 
shallow inland waters and estuaries. Brings 
its wings forward to form a 
characteristic umbrella-like 
canopy when fishing (b) 
Groups sometimes fish co- 


operatively.  (Swartreier) 
@, = 


Black-crowned Night Heron 
The black crown and back, grey wings and 
red eyes are characteristic. The yellow legs 
become reddish during courtship. Breeding 
birds have three long white plumes on the 
crown. Immatures are brown, spotted on the 
back and streaked on the underparts. The 
eyes are orange. (The similar Bittern is larger 
and clearly stteaked,) Prefers 
quiet, densely vegetated wa- 
ters. Nocturnal. Hides in trees, 
or among plants during the 


day. (Gewone nagreier) 76 
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4 8 ae], am 


Green-backed Heron 

The yellow legs (reddish when breeding) 
and grey-green back with white-edged 
feathers on the wing are characteristic. The 
crown is black with black plumes. A black line 
extends from the crown to underneath the 
eye. The head is usually tucked into the 
shoulders, immatures have streaked breasts 
and dark brown backs and 
their wings are spotted white, 
Prefers dense vegetation 
near water, Breeds low down 
intrees. _(Groenrugreier) 
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Greater Flamingo 
A large white bird with very long legs. The 
plumage of this bird has a slight pink 
en. The pink bill is tipped black. In fight 
the deep red wing patches can be seen. 
Lesser Flamingoes are much pinker and 
ave darker bis.) immatures are grey. 
Found in large shallow-water areas, often 

marine or saline water. if 
Forages with the bill held 
uoside down in the water. 
eeds in colonies on saline 
pans. (Grootfiamink) 
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Lesser Flamingo 

Differs from the Greater Flamingo in its 
smaller size, stronger pink colour and dark 
ed bill, tipped black. Immatures are grey. 
und on large shallow-water areas, 
pecially marine or saline water. Also feeds 
plankton, but forages in the top layers of 
water while the Greater Flamingo stirs 


on mud flats in saline pans. 
«leinflamink) 
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Marabou Stork 

A large stork with a very large, grey-brown 
Sill. The dirty-pink head and neck are bare. 
The underparts are white and the back and 
wings dark grey. The dark wings are also 
clearly visible in light. Immatures have a 
wn of white down. Forages at carcasses 
or at rubbish dumps, often in association with 
vultures, Stands resting for 

‘ong periods. In contrast with 

other storks, it flies with the 

head tucked into the 

shoulders. (Maraboe) 89 
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Woolly-necked Stork 

The dark brown back and wings, and white 
‘woolly head and neck are characteristic. The 
face i black and at the base of the bill s a 
white patch, In flight the white undertail 
coverts extend beyond the dark tail. 
immatures lack the glossy sheen on the 
back. Found at shallow water, but prefers 
swampy wooded regions. 
Walks slowly, often standing 
quietly for long periods in wait | 
for prey. 

(Wolnekocievaar) 86 
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African Open-billed Stork 
The plumage is very dark brown, the legs are 
black. The feathers on the shoulders, neck 
and breast show a slight glossy green. The 
large, yellow-brown bill has a large gap 
between upper and lower jaw. Immatures 
lack the gap in the bill. Found at larger inland 
waters in wooded areas. Often stands 
quietly or searches for snails 
and mussels in shallow water. 
Breeds in colonies in trees, 
(Ainkaanse oopbekooievaar) 


Saddle-billed Stork 

A very large black and white stork with long 
legs and neck. The enormous bill is banded 
red and black, with a yellow saddle on top of 
the hase Females have yellow eyes, Males 
have black eyes and small yellow wattles on 
the chin. Immatures are greyer with a dark 
brown bill. Frequents shallow inland waters 
and rivers. Shy and wary 

Roosts and breeds in trees 

close to water. 
(Saalbekooievaar) 


yellow-billed Stork 
he yellow bill, slightly decurved at the tip, 
and bare red face are characteristic. The 
white plumage (especially on the back) is 
sightly pinkish when breeding. The flight 
‘eathars and the tail are black. (White Storks 
have red bills and white tails.) Immatures are 
yown with orange faces. Found at larger 
waier areas especially in 
wooded regions. Will stand 
quietly for long periods in 
hallow water. 
(Nimmersat) 


White Stork 

ne plumage 1s mostly white, apart trom 
black flight feathers. The legs and 
ainted bill are red. (Yellow-billed Storks 
have yellow bills curving down at the tip, 
bare red faces and black tails.) Forages on 
grasslands and farmlands, where it often 
mixes with Abdim’s Stork. Flocks often 
jrole high up in the sky in 
search of food. Roosts and 
oreeds in colonies in trees. \ 
(Witooievaar) 


83 
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Abdim's Stork 
he deep red knees and toes contrast with 
the dirty-pink of the rest of the legs, The bill 
5 hom-coloured and the cheeks are blue. 
© body is black with a white rump. (The 
Black Stork is larger and has a red bill, 
neeks and legs.) Forages on grassland 
and farmlands. Large flocks offen circle 
gh up in the air, or walk 
slowly over open veld in 
search of food. 
(Kieinswartooievaar) 
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Hamerkop 

The strong biack bill and the crested head 
led to its name, meaning ‘hammerhead’. The 
plumage is brown. Found widely on inland 
waters, estuaries and even temporary pools. 
Forages in shallow water by shutting its feet, 
thus disturbing small animals, especially 
| Clawed Toads (Plalannas). lis nest is an 
enormous structure of sticks 

and grasses: up to 2 m in 

diameter, built in a tree or on 


a rock. 
(Hamerkop) 81 
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African Spoonbill 

The bare red face and legs, and flat 
spoon-shaped bill characterize this 
brilliant white bird, The bill Is grey on top, 
edged red. immatures have black legs, 
dull yellow bills and black-streaked heads. 
Found on shallow inland waters. When 
foraging, it walks slowly while swinging its 
bill ftom side to side. Roosts 

and breeds in colonies, ¢ 

mostly in trees. 

(Airikaanse lepelaar) 
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Sacred Ibis 
A white iois with a bare black head, neck and 
legs. The black bill is conspicuously long and 
decurved, Long black plumes grow on the 
Turmp. The necks of immatures are spotted 
with white. Found at inland waters, grass- 
lands and estuaries, Feeds mostly on 
insects, but the diet is varied and includes 
carrion. Flocks fly in @ “V" for- 
mation from and to the colo- < 
nies. Roosts and breeds in 
colonies in trees. 
(Skoorsteenveér) 
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Glossy Ibis 
4 smallish, slender ibis. The plumage is 
glossy brown with a green sheen on the 
back and wings. (The Hadeda Ibis is more 
‘ooustly built.) The heads and necks of non- 
oreeding birds are spotted white. Immatures 
esemble non-breeding birds, but are darker. 
Prefers shallow flooded areas in grasslands, 
such as marshes, floodplains 
and sewage works, Roosts 
and breeds in colonies. 
Glansibis) 
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Hadeda Ibis 

A grey-brown, stockily built ibis. On the 

shoulder is an iridescent pink patch. The rest 

the wing has a green sheen, The bill has 

2 red upper edge. (Larger and more robustly 

built than the Glossy Ibis.) The call is a loud 
naaaa’ or *ha-ha-hadeda”. Frequents gras- 

sy areas, such as sports grounds, parks and 
landing strips, often near 

ter. Small flocks roost in < 

s, Breeds in pairs in large 


irees, even in gardens. WY 
Hadeda) 94 
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Southern Bald Ibis 

he long bill, bare crown and legs are red. 
The rest of the face and throat is creamy 
white. Tho plumage is glossy grocn with a 
coppery patch on the shoulders, but appears 
black at a distance. The heads and necks of 
matures are covered with grey down 
Found in montane grasslands, especially 
bumt areas, but also in = 
aimlands. Roosts and (7X J 
breeds in colonies on cliffs. | 
(Suidelike kalkoenibis) 


Kori Bustard 

The largest bustard in the region and our 
heaviest flying bird, The grey neck and the 
crested head distinguish it from the other two 
large bustards: Stanley's and Ludwig's 
Bustards. The back and wings are pale 
brown. Found in open grassy areas, Holds 
the bill slighty upwards when waking Does 
not fy often, Males are larger sa 
than females and have an } 
elaborate courtship cisplay. 
Breeds on the ground. 
(Gompou) 
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Red-crested Korhaan 

Pale "V" marks on the back and wings are 
characteristic. The belly is black with two 
White patches on the upper breast of the 
male and a white band in the female. 
Females have brown heads, males blue- 
grey necks and heads. Found in bushveld 
and wooded areas. During courtship the 


ON male flies vertically into the air 
Yaa te | and tumbles down to the © 
fg Pee /| ground. Its red crest can then 
sometimes be seen. 
(Boskorhaan) 
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Black-bellied Korhaan 

The black tnangles on the back and the long 
yellowish legs are characteristic. The black 
belly of the male extends into a thin line on 
the neck to the throat. (The Red-crested 
Kothaan has shorter legs and neck, and pale 
Vy" marks on the back.) Females have white 
bellies. When disalaying during courtship the 
male flies a distance and 
glides downwards with his 
wings heldin a “V". Breeds on 
the ground, 
(Langbeenkorhaan) 
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Blue Korhaan 
The blue-grey neck and underparts are 
characteristic, The back is brown and the 
legs are yellow. The sides of the head are 
white. The female resembles the male but 
has a brown patch on the cheeks. At a 
distance it could be confused with the male 
Black or White-quilled Korhaan. Found on 
grasslands, farmlands and 
Karoo-iike sorub. Breeds on < 
the ground. Will chase even \ 
large animals from its nest. 
(Bioukorhaan) 
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White-quilled Korhaan 
‘The banded back distinguishes both sexes 
from other korhaans, except the similar 
Black Korhaan which occurs in the Cape 
‘ynbos region. The legs are yellow and the 
bill mainly red. The male’s black head and 
neck, and white ear patches are charac- 
eristic. In flight the white wing patches 
distinguish it from the Brack 
‘Sorhaan, Males often stand 


on a raised perch or circle i 
noisily. o/ 
Witvlerkkorhaan) ~9390 [fh 
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Karoo Korhaan 
A brown korhaan with yellowish legs. The 


patch on the chin is characteristic. (The 
milar, but more boldly marked Ruppell's 
Korhaan occurs further northwards in the 
Namib desert.) Prefers stony areas with 
patches of bushes and grass, Easily over- 
‘ooked. Drinks regularly in the morning and 
‘ale afternoon. Crouches — 
Gown when disturbed, rather TS.) 

‘han running away, Breeds on Ye wy 
the ground. °o 

(Vaalkorhaan) 
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Blue Crane 
A large blue-grey bird with a long neck 
and black legs. The bill is pink-brown and 
the head very large. The long “tail” is really 
the inner flight feathers hanging over tho 
tail. The call is a loud trumpeting. Found 
| on farmlands and on the edges of 
marshes in grasslands. Flocks are 
nomadic when not brecd- 


ing. During the breeding vray 
season pairs or family \ ‘ 
groups are seen. y 


(Bloukraanvoél) 208 
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Southern Crowned Crane 
A vory attractive bird. The spiny yellow 
crest resembles a pincushion. The body is 
mostly grey with white patches on the wing 
The head is black with white cheeks, The 
call is "ma-hem’, hence the Afrikaans 
name. The habitat is marshes, farmlands 
and moist grassland. Pairs and groups 
often dance in display. Non- 
@ breeding groups are noma- © 

dic. In pairs when breeding. \ \~“- 
(Maher) ‘ 
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Ostrich 
Unmistakable. Very large flightless birds with 
bare necks and legs. Females are grey- 


=] brown, males are black with diny-white fliont 


and tail feathers. Breeding males have red 
shins. Hybrids of the North and South African 
races are kept on farms. Can run very fast, 
up to 60 kinv/h. Males often keep more than 
one female; these lay their 

‘eggs in a single nest; only the 

senior hen incubates. 

(Wolstruis) y 
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Group 4: Smaller waders 


The smaller waders are long-legged birds, smaller than a quineafowl. Most, although 
certainly not all, are associated with water, often feeding in the shallows. 

Dikkops are nocturnal birds as indicated by their large eyes. Only the Water Dikkop 
curs near water. Coursers are birds of open country, mostly occurring in arid areas 
where they are easily overlooked. 

Crakes, gallinules and jacanas are not typical waders. They are more robustly built 

and have relatively shorter legs with very long toes. These aid them in moving over 
loating vegetation. 

Plovers and sandpipers are very similar in body size and shape. Plovers, however, 
ave fairly short bills. All sandpipers and their close relatives (except the Ethiopian 

pe) are migrant visitors from the north, seen here mostly in their non-breeding 
\umage. The oystercatchers are boldly coloured shorebirds. Avocets and stilts are 

haracterized by their extremely long, thin bills and legs. 


Spotted Dikkop 

plover-like bird with large yellow eyes 

d long yellow legs. The upperparts and 
gs have bold dark brown spots. (Water 
Kops are streaked on the back.) 
\ough widely distributed, it prefers open 
atches with short grass. Secretive during 
day, but active during the night. Its loud 
ng call is often heard at 
t or after rains. Non- 
eding birds gather in 


kop) 


Water Dikkop 
sembles the Spotted Dikkop, but has a 
ious grey wingbar, The upperparts 
streaked, not spotted. Found mainly 
j inland waters, but sometimes on 
'e along the coast. Although also a 
imal bird, it is more often seen during 
day than the Spotted Dikkop. Walks 
slowly While foraging. Runs 
hen disturbed, but can fly 


Burchell’s Courser 
Similar to Temminck’s Gourser, but the 
back of the crown is a characteristic blue- 
grey and the belly is white. Shows a white 
area on the wing in fight. Easily over- 
looked. Most common on the open plains 
of Namibia. Sways its body and bobs the 
tail when alarmed. Runs very fast, stopping 
suddenly to peck at food or 
to hide behind some shelter. 
Nests on the ground. 

(Bloukopdramwertjie) 
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Temminck’s Courser 

Similar to Burchell’s Courser in appea- 
rance and habits. The entire crown is 
rufous-brown. The upper belly is rufous, 
not white. In flight shows no white on the 
wing. Easily overlooked, Found in open 
areas with short or no grass, often 
congregating on burnt veld. When 
alarmed, it moves the body 
up and down by flexing its 
legs. Nests on the ground. 
(Trekdrawwertjie) 
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Double-banded Courser 
Apale courser with mottled upperparts and 
) a speckled head, The two black bands 
across the breast, forming rings araund the 
neck, are diagnostic. The legs are white. 
The immature is a duller version of the 
adult. Prefers dry barren flats where it is 
easily overlooked. Shy and wary. Bobs its 
head to and fro when 
alarmed. Runs quickly to 
peck at food. Active day and 
night. Nests on the ground. 
(Dubbelbanddrawwertjie) 
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Black Crake 

a black bird, except for the red eyes and 

legs, and the yellow bill, The immature is 
jive-brown. Found on well-vegetated 
nand waters. Not as shy as other crakes 

thus often seen in the open, especially 
after rains, Flicks its tall and walks with 
erking movements. Sometimes swims. The 
ail is a characteristic "k-k-k- 

kvrung”, repeated several 

ies. 

(Swantriethaan) 
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Purple Gallinule 

The body is a deep blue, but greenish on 
tne wings and back. The red legs, bill and 
frontal shield are characteristic. (The rarer, 
shyer Lesser Gallinule has a blue frontal 
shield.) Immatures are brownish. Occurs in 
the tall swampy vegetation around inland 
\alers. Shy and secretive, but sometimes 
comes into the open to 

forage. Often holds food with 

one foot. 

Grootkoningriethaan) 
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African Jacana 
The extremely long toes and the rich chestnut 
olumage characterize this bird. The bill and 
\rontal shield are blue, Immatures (not to be 
onlused with the smalier Lesser Jacana) are 
“with a black eyesinpe and white eye- 
The long toes support it over floating 
ion. Otten tums aver leaves to look for 
od One fernale mates with a 
lumber of males during the 
ason, but each male incu- 
bates the eggs and raises his 
‘own chicks. _(Grootlangtoon) 240 
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Three-banded Plover 

Avery common small plover. Identified by 
its two black breastbands separated by a 
white bar which extends around the neck. 
The yellow eye has a red ting. The bill is 
ted with a black tip. Well camouflaged in 
spite of the bright colours. Found com: 
monly on the shorelines of inland waters, 
less often on the seashore. 
Runs with jerky movements. 
Nests on exposed flats. 


(Driebandstrandkiewiet) 
249 
st ad ||“# 
dll ee oe 


Chestnut-banded Plover 

A very small plover. The narrow chestnut 
breastband is characteristic, but is paler in 
females, and greyer and incomplete in 
immatures, The male has a black band 
from the ears across the crown. Prefers 
saline or brackish water, especially along 
the coast, but also inland. The pale colour 
camouflages it well in this ij 
habitat, May forage with \=7" a 


other small waders. 1 
(Rooibandstrandkiewiet) ba 
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Kittlitz’s Plover 

The yellow-brown breast and the black 
head pattern are characteristic. Has 
longer legs than other small plovers. Im- 
matures have a faint brownish pattern on 
the head. Prefers extensive shores of 
inland waters, but is also found on dry 
pans and areas with short grass. Easily 
overlooked. Runs and flies 
fast. Usually nests in a deep 
scrape in the ground. 
(Geelborsstrandkiewiet) 
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White-fronted Plover 
A.small plover with a white belly and a white 
sack collar (the northem race, b, being 
jowish). A dark line connects the bill and 
the forehead is white. The male has a 
er forecrown than the female. This is the 
most common small plover on the seashore 
and along some larger inland waters. Runs 
y fast while searching for 
with the head tucked \ 
ne shoulders. Flight swift 
and low. 
(Vaaistrandkiewiet) 
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Grey Plover 
A medium-sized, robustly built plover. The 
greyish upperparts are mottled with white. 
Diagnostic are the black “armpits” which are 
in fight. (The Red Knot's bill is longer 
its legs are shorter) In spring and 
Nn it might be seen in partial or full 
ding plumage with a black face and un- 
derpar's. Prefers coastal flats, 
bul might be seen at larger 
inland waters. Shy and wary. 
(Grysstrandkiewiet) 
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Ruddy Turnstone 

The short bil, long body shape and shortish, 
orange legs are characteristic. In the 
ding plumage. which is sometimes seen 
end of the summer, the bird has a 
head and neck pattern and is more 
‘ly rufous on the back. Prefers rocky 
| shores. Tums over stones, shells 
other abjects when 
foraging. When disturbed, it 
low while calling, 
(Roossteenioper) 
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Crowned Plover 

The black and white ring around the black 
cap, together with the red legs and bill 
makes this plover unmistakable. Imma- 
tures are browner versions of adults. 
Found on areas with short grass, often on 


lawns. Very alert and noisy, especially 
when breeding. Dive-bombs enemies or 
ties to lure them away from 

the nest with a “broken 

wing’ display. 

(Kroonkiewiet) 
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Black-winged Plover 
Could only be confused with the Lesser 


Black-winged Plover which occurs in the 
north-east. The Black-wingad Plover is cha- 
racterized by the white forehead touching 
the eye, yellow eye with a red ring, and 
reddish legs. Prefers areas with short or 
bumt grass. Similar in habits to the 
Crowned Plover in whose 
company it is often seen. <— 
Easily overlooked. 
(Grootswanvlerkkiowiet) 
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Blacksmith Plover 

A characteristic, boldly marked black and 
white plover with grey wings and back. 
Immatures are brown, but show the same 
general patterning as adults. The name 
refers to its call, sounding like a black- 
smith’s hammer striking an anvil. Usually 
silent, but calls loudly when alarmed. 


Found near water. Some- 
times stirs up small prey 
with its feet 
(Bontkiewiet) 


wattled Plover 
The largest plover in the region. The yellow 
waitles, bill and legs, and the white 
forehead are diagnostic. The body is 
mostly brown. (The White-crowned Plover 
ss larger wattles, white underparts and 
3 on the sandbanks of the larger 
in the north-east only.) Prefers moist 
grasslands near water. 
Unlike other plovers it often 
nests in small open patches 
among taller stands of 
grass. (Lelkiewiet) 


Whimbrel 

A \argish wader with a decurved bill. The 
crown is dark brown with a pale central 
stipe (The rarer Eurasian Curlew is larger, 
lignter in colour and lacks the head pattern.) 
In fight shows a large white rump. Occurs 
wisely on marine shores, but seldom on 
inland waters. Moves with a jerky gait, while 
probing for worms and other 

invertebrates in the soft sub- § >_> 
strale. The flight is fast and \ ‘y 
straight. of 
(Klcinwulp) "290 
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Ethiopian Snipe 

The very long bill, but relatively short legs 

are diagnostic. The backis striped golden. | 

(The rare Great Snipe has more heavily 
arked buff underparts.) Found widely in 

Shallow water, preferably close to plant 

Cover where it hides when disturbed. 

Zigzags low when flushed. A “drumming” 

Sound is produced with its 

tail feathers during the 

diving display flight. Often 

active at night. 

(Alrikaanse snip) 286 
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Common Sandpiper 

A smallish sandpiper which bobs its tail 
frequently. Diagnostic is the white areal 
around the shoulders. The back appears to. 
be plain dark brown. (The Green Sandpiper! 
is bigger with a more prominent eyebrow) 
Flies low, with a spasmodic wing action, 
Frequents most shorelines, inland and 
marine. Does not form flocks 
ands thus easily overlooked. 
The only visiting wader that 
f often roosts with resident 
birds. (Gewone ruiter) 
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Wood Sandpiper 
The spotted upperparts and the broad, pale 
eyebrow are characteristic. The yellow- 
green legs are long, but the bill is relatively 
shor. In fight shows a clear white rump and. 
undenwing coverts, and a barred tail. (The: 
Green Sandpiper's back is darker) Found 
mostly at inland waters, preferring those with’ 
a marshy shore. When pe 
flushed, it fles low at first, but Ts JP 
then rises. Bobs its body |} id 
when setting, 

(Bosruiter) 


Ruff/Reeve 

The scaled colour pattern on the back and 
wings is diagnostic. The blunt-tipped bill is 
very sightly decurved. At the base of the bill 
is a while paich. The female, known as a 
Reeve, is much smaller than the male. The 
leg colour varies between individuals. 
Prefers the shallows of inland waters, but is 
also found in flooded grass 


lands and even on the coast. 
Forms huge flocks, often with 


Eurasia 


other sandpipers. 
(Kemphaan) 
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(Marsh Sandpiper 

y confused with the Common 
shank, but is a smaller, more slenderly 
bird with a straight thin bill and longer 
legs In flight also resembles the Common 
nshank with an extensive white rump. 
nts inland shallows, where its a fairly 
e bird. Usually solitary, Forages with 
ck and active movements, 
sweeping the bill from 


(o side. 
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Common Greenshank 
Resembles the Marsh Sandpiper, but is 
larger and more robust. The bill is long and 
slightly upcurved and grey at the 
A dark line extends from the bill to the 
Calls loudly when flushed. Found at 
d waters and coastal areas. Often 
n the company of the Marsh Sand- 
but is shy and wary. 

enters deeper water 


ecsing 
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Curlew Sandpiper 

ery common small wader, characterized 
decurved bill and a uniformly coloured 
The head is normaily tucked into the 
Iders, giving it a hunched appearance. 

ws a broad white rump in flight. The 
parts are a rich chestnut in the 
Jing plumage which is sometimes seen. 
J on both inland and 

shores, often in large 

ers with other waders. 


Red Knot 
A small, but chunkily built wader with short 
legs. The bill is heavy, straight or slightly 
decurved; the legs are relatively short. (The 
Curlew Sandpiper is smaller with a more 
decurved bill.) At the end of summer it may 
moult into the breeding plumage with 
chestnut underparts. Occurs in dense flocks 
on areas exposed by the tide, 
especially along the west 
coast. The flock’s flight is fast 
and highly synchronized. 
(Rooiknoet) 
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Little Stint 

The smallest of the more common waders in 
southem Africa. The blotched upperparts are 
greyish-brown, but more rufous in tho 
breeding plumage. (Although the bill is 
relatively shor, that of the rare Red-necked 
Stint is even shorter) Prefers the muddy 
shores or shallows of inland waters, but is 
also found in coastal areas. 
Very active. The flocks are 
sometimes very large, also 
including other wader spe- 
cies. —_(Kleinstrandioper) 274 
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Sanderling 

‘Asmall, very pale wader. The black shoulder 
patches are conspicuous. In fight it shows a 
broad white winghar and a dark central line 
on the rump. In the breeding plumage the 
upperparts, head, neck and breast area light 
chesinut. Common on sandy beaches, 
where flocks run up and down following the 
waves. This characteristic oy 
behaviour is quick and very (7° 


active. Flies fast. = 
(Drietoonstrandloper) 
281 
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African Black Oystercatcher 

Easily recognized by its black plumage, 
togeter with the red legs, bill and eyes. 
(Tne are European Oystercatcher has a 
belly.) The immature is browner. 
s rocky and sandy coasts. Limpets 
ered off the rocks, and snail shells 
shed or opened with the powerful 
bill When disturbed the 

flock tlies off, caling toget- § 
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Pied Avacet 
Characterized by its black and white 
plumage and its long, thin, upcurved bil 
(The Black-winged Stilt has long red legs 
and a straight bill.) The immature is dark 
brown and white. Prefers shallow water, 
where it forages by sweeping its bill from 
side to side. Sometimes swims, Non- 
breeding birds often gather in 
very large flocks, moving 
from one suitable feeding site 
to the next. 


Black-winged Stilt 
This black and white bird is characterized by 
its long slender bill and the disproportionately 
long red legs. (The Avocet has grey legs and 
a thin upcurved bill) The crown may be 
lack. Immatures are grey on the head and 
nape The call is like a plover's. Prefers 
inland waters, Forages in shallow water, 
picking food from the surface. 
Oiten goes belly-deep into 
the water 

(Fooipootetsie) 
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Group 5: Fowl-like birds (gamebirds) 


The fowl-like, ground-living birds are well known as many of them are regarded a 
gamebirds. These are the francolin, quail, guineafowl and the more pigeon-lik 
sandgrouse. 

The most important way to distinguish the different species of francolin is by looking 
at the colour pattern of the underparts. The larger species are characterized by # 
screeching calls. When approached they usually run away before taking to the wing 
The smaller species, often referred to as partridges, have clearer whistling calls. The 
rely on their camouflaging colours by squatting when disturbed. Quail are not ofte| 
seen as they flush reluctantly. 


Guineafowl are characterized by their dark plumage, spotted or streaked with lighte 
colours. 

Sandgrouse are essentially birds of drier regions, They feed on dry seeds, making 
them very dependent on open water. Flocks congregate daily to drink, but dispers@ 
afterwards. 


Helmeted Guineafowl 
Well known. The bare blue face and neck, 
ted crown and light brown casque arg 
characteristic. The shape of the head 
casque differs between birds from differer 
parts of its distribution (a and b). (The 
Crested Guineafowl is darker with @ 
characteristic tuft of head feathers.) Flocks 
prefer open country: grass- 
land, vieis and farmlands 
Scratches for food when 
foraging. Roosts in trees. 
(Gewone tarentaal) 
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Crested Guineafowl 

The biack head plumes are characteristic, 
Slightly smaller and darker than the 
Helmeted Guinesfowl and with a pale hani 
on the wing. The red eyes are conspicuou: 
on the grey face. The neck and hind part ofl 
the head are white. Occurs in dense 
bushveld, riverine bush and other thickets up|] 
to the edge of indigenous 

forests. Very shy, Sometimes <— 


follows monkeys to feed on 
fruit being dropoed, 
(Kuifkoptarentaal) 


Namaqua Sandgrouse 

The long pointed tail distinguishes both 
sexes from other sandgrouse. The male's 
oad and breast are yellow brown. He has a 
double band across the breast, but lacks the 
banded forehead of the Double-banded 
Sandgrouse. Females have striped breasts 
and barred bellies. The Afrikaans name 
“«elkiowyn” imitates the cal 
Pieters open stony country By E 
wih low shrubs and grass. e 
Flocks drink in the early %e/ 
moming. (Kekiewyn) 344 
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Double-banded Sandgrouse 
Males have black and white bands on the 
forehead, a feature which is lacking in male 
Namaqua Sandgrouse. The double band 
separates the green-brown breast from the 
barred belly. Females are paler and are 
distinguished from female Namaqua Sand- 
grouse by the barred breast and shorter tail. 
Found in arid bush and thorn- 


veld Congregate after sunset 
at walerholes. 
(Dubdelbandsandpatrys) 
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Burchell’s Sandgrouse 

Boin sexes are spotted white. The ochre 
body colour is more yellow on the 
up, 

are grey, while the female's are yellowish. 
Preiors Kalahari sand and other and 
thornveld. Flocks drink in the mornings. 
Like the Namaqua Sandgrouse, the male 
Salurates his breast feath- 


fs to carry water to the 
Chicks in the nest. \ a 
(Geviekte sandpatrys) ¥ 
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parts. The male's face and throat [7 


Crested Francolin 
The broad white eyebrow and th 
triangular dark marks on the breast ar 
characteristic. The black tail is often lifter 
like that of a bantam. The dark crest is 
only raised when alarmed. Occurs i 
bushveld and woodland, preferring areas 
with dense cover. The call, sounding lik 
"beer and cognac’, is given 

at dusk and dawn. Roosts \ 
in trees. 

(Bospatrys) 
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Redwing Francolin 
The throat is white, but the upper breast is 
boldly spotted black and white. An orang 
brown band extends from the eye down th 
side of the neck. Occurs in various types 
grassland, usually higher on slopes that 
Shelley's Francolin, but lower down than th 
very similar Greywing Francolin, Remain 
still when alarmed, then thes 

up suddenly on noisy wings. 


Roosts on the ground \. 
(Rooivierkpatrys) 
BP sue 
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Greywing Francolin 
The throat is pale grey, spotted with black 
and bordered with an orange-brown band, 
The grey belly is finely barred with black, 
Occurs in montane grassland and scrub, 
Karoo-like vegetation and coastal tynbos, 
especially high on mountains an 
plateaux. Goveys call around dusk from 
vantage point, but also 

when disturbed. Roosts on \T 
the ground, \ 
(Bergpatrys) 


Shelley’s Francolin 
The breast and flanks are blotched and 
sinped rufous brown. The white throat is 
bordered with black. There is a white stripe 
through the eye. The white belly is barred 
black. Prefers well-grassed areas, especially 
around stony hills and ridges. The call 
sounds like “Il drink yer BEER”. Roosts and 
proeds on the ground in 
dense grass. More common 
in the north, 

(Laeveldpatrys) 


Orange River Francolin 
The colour varies, the palest occurring in the 
north-west. The throat is white, bordered with 
a narrow band of black and white spots. The 
rulous blotches of the breast extend almost to 
the white throat and down the sides on the 
belly. Occurs in arid areas, especially flat 
steiches, but also on grassy mountain slo- 
pes and along pans. Flushes 
reluctantly, but flies higher 8; 
than other small francolins, by *s y 
(Kalaharipatrys) ti 
193 
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Coqui Francolin 

Both sexes have black bands on the breast 
and belly. The male's golden brown head 
and neck with a darker crown are charac- 
teristic, The female has a white throat 
bordered with black, white eyebrows and a 
brown breast. The call is “be-quick” or “co- 
QU’. repeated a number of times. Prefers 
grassy areas in thornveld or 


Woodland. Walks slowly in a 
crouched posture. Roosts on 
the ground 


(Swempie) 188 
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Harlequin Quail 

Males have a white throat with black marks, 
a dark grey back and chestnut underparts, 
except for the biack breast, (Male Common 
Quails have pale underparts.) Females are 
much paler with less prominent facial 
markings: difficult to distinguish from the 
female Common Quail. Prefers areas with 


long grass such as marshes. 

Does nat flush easily. Flies 

low, but not far. Nomadic. 

(Bontkwartel) 
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Natal Francolin 
The legs and bil are orange-red, the base of 
the bill yellow. The feathers on the under- 
parts have white edges, giving a scaled 
appearance, but the central part of each 
feather is barred. The upperparts are darker. 
Occurs in thickets such as riverine bush or 
rocky hills; also thomveld and coastal dunes. 
(The similar Red-billed 
Francolin prefers more arid © 
areas and dry thomveld.) 
Does not fly far. Roosis in 
trees, (Natalse fisant) 
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Cape Francolin 

The largest francolin in the region, Appears 
dark at a distance, but the whole body is 
finely strerker! These stnpes are hroader 
and more conspicuaus on the underparts. 
The lower jaw and legs are red. Occurs in 
coastal and montane fynbos, thickets in 
Kloofs or along river courses. Often calls in 
the morning and late 
afternoon, Forages on open \ 
patches or farmland. Roosts 
in trees. 

(Kaapse fisant) 495 
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Red-billed Francolin 
Ine orange-red bil and legs, and the yellow 
eyeing ate characteristic. The pale under- 
's are finely barred black. The similar 
@ and Natal Francolins prefer different 
ais. Found in arid riverine bush and 
arid thickets, usually in the vicinity of 
The harsh callis often heard espacially 
ai dawn and dusk. Forages in ir 

open patches. Drinks late Jt 
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Red-necked Francolin 
Like Swainson's Francolin it has a red face 
and throat. It differs from that species in the 
completely red bill and legs, and the white 
siypes on the underparts, Different colour 
vanations occur in different parts of its dis- 
{noution: (a) in the eastern Cape and (b) in 
Zimbabwe, Found in denser vegetation than 
‘Swainson’s Francolin. Shy 
and wary; Keeps near cover. 
Roosts in trees. 

(Rooikeetfisant) 


Swainson’s Francolin 
The red throat and eyepatch distinguish it 
‘rom other francolins except the Red-necked 
ancolin. The dark legs and bill, and 
absence of any white on the underparts are 
Characteristic. The body is brown with dark 
Stripes. Found in bushveld with patches of 
and thickets, like riverine bush and 
Forages on open 


aiches, sometimes with q 
“ francolin. Roosts in \" 
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Group 6: Birds of prey 


All birds of prey (also known as raptors) have hooked bills used to tear up their prey. Their 
eyesight is extremely keen and most have powerful talons to catch prey. 

Vultures are huge scavenging birds with bare heads and necks. All true eagles have 
feathered lower legs. Their long broad wings enable them to soar for long periods in 
search of prey. The snake eagles are characterized by their relatively large heads, large 
yellow eyes and bare legs. Buzzards are essentially smaller versions of eagles, but they: 
spend less time flying. Their lower legs are unfeathered. Sparrowhawks and goshawks 
are usually inhabitants of wooded areas. Their long legs and tails but short wings give. 
them great manoeuvrability when pursuing prey. Harriers frequent open grassland or 
marshes. The pointed wings of falcons and kestrels are an adaptation for swift flight 
enabling them to catch prey on the wing. Kestrels hover regularly. 

‘Their enormous eyes and silent flight enable owls to hunt at night. 


Cape Vulture 

Easily confused with the African White- 
backed Vulture, but slightly larger and 
usually much paler. Adults have straw- 
coloured (not dark) eyes and are generally 
very pale. Immatures are brown and 
streaked, The bare neck is bluish in adults, 
pink in immatures. Adults are mostly seen in 
the vicinity of mountains 


where they breed in colonies §p 
on cliffs. Immatures venture 

into open country. 

(Kransaasvoel) 
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African White-backed Vulture 


The most common vulture in bushveld 
country. Very similar to the Cape Vulture, but 
slightly smaller and more brawn in colour, 
The eye is dark. The diagnostic white back of 
=| the adult is seen only when the bird spreads 
i) its wings. Immatures are streaked, Gathers 
in large numbers at carcasses where it feeds 
mostly on the softer parts 

Aggressive towards ather vul- 

tures. Nests in trees, not on 

clits as Cape Vultures. 

G| (Afikeanse witrugaasvoé!) “19g 
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Hooded Vulture 

‘A small brown vulture with a pink face. The 
ack of the head and neck are covered with 
white down in adults and dark down in 
immatures. The slender bill indicates that 
this vulture feeds on scraps lett by larger 
vullures at a carcass. (May be confused 
wilh the White-headed Vulture which has a 
larger bill.) They follow 

camivores and are even <= 

cted by their calls. Never 

found in great numbers. g 
(Monnikaasvoél) “491 


a 


Lappet-faced Vulture 
Auge, dark vulture. The massive bill and the 
reduish head are characteristic. Adults have 
white streaks on the underparts and white 
feathering on the legs. The brown immatures 
gradually acquire this colouring. Never 
numerous at @ carcass, but dominates all 
vultures on arrival. Feeds on skin and 
tough parts of the car 
which other vultures are 
to do. Nests in trees. 
(Swartaasvodl) 
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White-headed Vulture 

A dark vulture with @ white belly. The head is 
covered with conspicuous white down in 
adults: brown down in immatures. The bill is 
fed with a blue cere. (The Hooded Vulture’s 
ll lacks the blue cere.) Often the first 
to arrive at a carcass, but cannot 
te as the others gather. Sometimes 
prey from large raptors. 
Ashy and scantily distributed 
did, Usually in pairs. 
(Witkopaasvoél) 
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Secretary Bird 
Unmistakable: the only raptor with very 
long legs. The long central tail feathers 
characterize the flight pattern, The adult 
has a bare orange-ted face, while that of 
| the immature is yellow. Forages for small 
animals by walking slowly across open’ 
veld. Seldom flies, In spite of popular 
belief, snakes form only a 

‘small part of its diet. Roosts 

and breeds on treetops. 

(Sekretarisvodl) 


1 
@4 2 
ale 


nN 


Bateleur 
A very colourful raptor with a charac- 
teristically short tail. The female has a light 
grey area at the tip of the folded wing, The 
immature looks like a Brown Snake Eagle, 
‘but has dark eyes and a bare face. The 
long wings extend beyond the short tail 
Spends most of the day in the air, gliding 
effortlessly. (Berghaan) 
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Black Eagle 

The magnificent black eagle of mountainous 
country. The back is white, visible as a "V" 
when the wings are folded. The immature is 
mottled brown with a rufous crown and nape. 
Pairs often soar over their territory, Breeds on 
edges on cis. lis main prey is dassies 
(Witkruisarend) 


Martial Eagle 
Airica’s largest eagle. It differs from the 
similar Black-breasted Snake Eagle in its 
r size, the feathered leas and the 
ed belly. The underwing is dark in 
flight. The immature is much lighter, has 
white underparts and a characteristic half- 
sollar. As each pair needs a huge territory 
a\ (cast 150 km’), this eagle 
is scantily distributed. Fairly 
jarge prey is taken 
(Breékoparend) 
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Crowned Eagle 
‘The large, extremely powertul eagle of our 
incigenous forests. The crest of longer 
feathers is not always conspicuous. The 
underparts are heavily marked. In flight the 
underwing is rufous in front, the tail is boldly 
The immature is similar to the 
immature Martial Eagle, but has more bands 
ss the longer tail and 
the hatf-collar, Unob- 
but displays above 
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ell-known and unmistakable raptor. The 
White head, breast and neck distinguish it 
even at a distance. The immature looks like 
wn eagles, but has bare legs and 
the beginning of the white breast. The 
yelping call is often heard near larger 
of water. The pair spends a lot of time 
Perched in a tall tree. Fish are 
by swooping down 
1 grabbing them in the 
s. Nests in trees. 
(Ainkeanse visarend) 
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Long-crested Eagle 
A smalish, dark eagle with a characteristi 
long crest and yellow eyes. The feathers or 
the lower leg are white in males and brown, 
off-white or blotched in females. Th 
immature has grey eyes and a shorter crest. 
Found in the mosaic of taller trees (woodland, 
forest or plantations) and moist grassland or 
marshes, Perches conspi- 
cuously on telephone poles or \ 
on treetops, from where it 
hunts. Feeds mainly on viel 
rats (Langkuifarend) 
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Brown Snake Eagle 
In contrast with true eagles, the snake eagles 
have unfeathered legs, a large head and 
large yellow eyes. The adult Brown Snake: 
Eagle is dark brown; the immature is mostly 
lighter mottied. Prefers dry wooded country. 
(not grassland or thickets) where it is offen 
seen perched prominently on trees. Snakes 
and other prey are killed and 
eaten on the ground. Usually 
solitary, but nomadic, 
(Bruinslangarend) 
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Black-breasted Snake Eagle 
Dilfers from the much larger Martial Eagle 
by its _unfeathered legs and pure whit 
belly. The flight pattern shows white (not 
dark) underwings. The immature is a 
rufous brown and gradually acquires thi 
adult plumage. Prefers open country, 
where it is regularly seen hovering, 
Smaller prey is eaten in 
flight. Non-breeding birds 
| may gather in flocks. 

| (Swartborsstangarend) y 
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Tawny Eagle 

Bes! distinguished from other common 
brown eagles by its powerful body: a 
classic eagle shape, Various colour 
ns occur (a and b), but most show 
tawny (rufous brown) plumage. This 
yersalile bird feeds on a variety of prey 
including termites, often pirates food from 
other raptors and is not 
averse to carrion, Nests in ¢ 
jrees. Immatures often 
occur in flocks. 

(Roolarend) 
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Wahlberg’s Eagle 

in surnmer, this is the most common small 
brown eagle in the bushveld. Although 
many colour variations occur (usually dark 
brown, a, to light brown, 6), its slender body 
shape and long square tail (in flight) may 
identily it. The head is slightly crested 
Olten perches in trees and is thus easily 
overlooked. It draws atten- 


tior its whistling call, og ro 
which is also given in flight A) 
Nests in trees. vo oF 


(Wehiberase arend) “495 
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Booted Eagle 

This eagle may be distinguished from 
Wahlberg's Eagle by the thick “booted” 
appearance of its lags, the light area on the 
folded wing and the white shoulder patch, 
The lighter-coloured bitds are the most 
Common, although darker variations occur, A 
Widely cistributed bird, but more common in 
the drier westem parts of the 

fegon. Easily overlooked 

Nesis on ciiffs, 

(Dwergarend) 


Yellow-billed Kite 
A medium-sized brown raptor with a lon 
forked tail and a yellow bil. The immature 
has a black bill, but yellow cere. (The bil o 
the closely related Black Kite Is black too, 
but the bird has a greyish head. Steg 
Buzzards have square tails.) A superb tlie 
continuously twisting its tail to steer. Occur 
in large flocks when not 
breeding. An opportunistic 
feeder, even taking fish like a 
fish eagle. 

(Geelbekwou) 
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Lizard Buzzard 
A smallish but powerful raptor which coul 
be confused with one of the goshawks 0 
sparrownawks, or even the Black-shoul 
derad Kite. The vertical biack stripe on th 
throat and the two white bars on the tail a 
diagnostic. Although it is easily overtooked. 
it often perches quite conspicuously on 
tree. Preys on lizards, insects 
and other small animals 
Which are caught on the 
ground. 

(Akkedisvalk) 
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Black-shouldered Kite 
Probably southem Alrica’s most common 
resident raptor. The dark grey back, white 
underparts and black shoulders make this 
bird easy to identify. The immature is buffy on 
the back with the back feathers edged with 
white. Perches conspicuously on telephone: 
poles and trees, scanning the ground for 
mice. It hovers regularly 

before dropping onto the prey. 

Non-breeding birds roost in 

colonies. 

(Blowak) 127 
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Steppe Buzzard 
In summer this is probably the most com- 
monly seen medium-sized brown raptor in 
agion. Many colour variations occur (a 
). The most distinguishing feature in all 
ve darkest birds is the pale band across 
breast. Immatures have blotched 
ferparts and strongly resemble the rarer 
est Buzzard, It habitually 
yn telephone poles and 
posts along the road, 
especially in open country. 
(Brunjakkalsvoe!) 
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Jackal Buzzard 

Alairy large, almost black raptor. The rufous 
breast and tall are diagnostic. The broad 
‘while band on the underwing is seen while it 
overhead in hilly or mountainous 
Immatures have dark brown 
upperparts and pale brown underparts. Often 
sits on telephone poles, but is easily over- 
looked when perched on 
rocks. Hovers regularly in the <— 
wind. Nests on cif ledges. \, |g} 
The call is jackal-like Vaio 


(Roolborsjakkalsvodl) "152 
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Augur Buzzard 

Resembles the Jackal Buzzard in body 
shape and habits, but occurs in Zimbabwe 
and Namibia. In fight the white underparts 
and undenwing (with a dark edge) contrast 
with the rufous tail. Females have black 
s. Immatures have dark brown 
upperparts and pale underparts. Occurs 
Commonly in mountains and 


hills. Feeds mainly on snakes @=—~Gp> 
and lizards, but also takes Yi (1) 
153 
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Black Sparrowhawk 

The largest Sparrowhawk in the region. 
unmistakable black and white raptor wi 
long yellow legs. In some birds only the throat 
is white, The underwing and tail are whit 
with black bars. The immature is rufo. 
brown underneath, marked with bold streaks, 
Like all sparrowhawks, this is a shy an 
unobtrusive bird. It hides in 
dense woodiand, forest or < 
exotic plantations. Catches 
birds in flight. 

(Swartsperwer) 
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African Marsh Harrier 

A medium-sized brown raptor with long 
yellow legs and long narrow wings. The 
shoulders are blotched with white and a 
white line borders the facial disc. The 
immature has a pale bar across the breast. 
Flies ow over marshy areas, holding the 
wings at an angle above the body and 
checking the ground for prey 
(mainly rodents and birds). <— 
Nests on the ground in \ 
marshes. 

(Afrikaanse vieivalk) 165 
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Gymnogene 

A fairly large raptor. The plumage is mostly 
grey, but the belly is barred. The tail is black 
with @ broad white band which is 
conspicuous in tight. The head is elongated 
with a bare face which is usually yellow, but 
changes to red when the bird is excited. 
immatures are brown, but can be identified 
by body and head shape. 
Reaches with its long legs < 
into nests or tree holes in 
search of prey. 
(Kaalwangvalk) 
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Gabar Goshawk 
Very similar to the chanting goshawks, but 
smaller. The eyes, cere and legs are red. in 
figh’ the white rump is seen, Birds with black 
plumage are sometimes seen, (The black 
‘Ovamoo Sparrowhawk has orange legs and 
cer) The immature is more brown, heavily 
pioiched on the paler head and breast, and 
paired on the belly. Easily 
overlooked as it perches 
within the canopy of a tree 
Hunis in fairly open country. 
(Witkruissperwer) 
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Pale Chanting Goshawk 

A fairy large, grey raptor with a finely barred 
belly The legs and cere are red, Very similar 
to ve Dark Chanting Goshawk which occurs | 
in the north-eastem parts of southern Africa 
but has a white rump. Appears almost white 
in fight, with dark wingtips. The immature is 
brown with streaked underparts and a white 
rump. in the dry western parts 


this bird is conspicuous as it 
pe eS ON open vantage . 
points. 
(Biecksingvalk) 
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Dark Chanting Goshawk 

Very similar to the Pale Chanting Goshawk, 
bul is a darker grey, has a north-easterly 
disinoution. The rump and secondanes are 
Srey, not white as in the previous species. 
(Also see the Gabar Goshaw on this page.) 
Immatures have a barred rump, but ather- 
Wise are very similar to the immature Pale 
Chanting Goshawks. Occurs 
in woodland and savanna. < 

Otten perches conspicuousy \ 

on trees. 2 
(Donkersingvalk) 
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Western Red-footed Kestrel 
The male is dark grey with rufous undertail 
covers. It could be confused with the Eastemy 
Red-footed Kestrel male, but is darker. 
underwing is dark. The female has rufous 
brown, slightly streaked underparts. Found) 
commonly in the north-westem part of t 
region. Occurs in large flocks which are m 
active in the evening. Insects 


ate caught in fight. Roasts in ~ 
larger trees 
(Westelike rooipootvalk) 
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Eastern Red-footed Kestrel 

Similar to the Westem Red-footed Kestrel in 
colour and habits, but with lighter underparts; 
The female's underparts are blotched. Both 
sexes have large white areas on the front 
ppart of the underwing which are seen in fight 
Has a more easterly distribution than the 
previous species, but is similar in habits, 
Large flocks roost in trees and 
perch on telephone lines 
| curing the day 

(Costelike rooipootvalk) 


YJ site 
cad 


Lanner Falcon 
A medium-sized raptor with the typical head 
pattem of a falcon. The rufous crown is diag- 
nostic. The underparts are uniformly pale in 
adults, but boldly blotched in immatures. The 
thin moustachial stripe and _ uniform 
underparts distinguish it from the Peregriné 
Falcon. Widely distributed. Has even moved 
into larger cities, using tall buil- 
| dings instead of cliffs as 
nesting sites. Catches birds in 
flight. Often breeds in the old 
nests of crows, (Edelvalk) 
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Rock Kestrel 

‘A small rufous raptor with a grey head and 
tal, and spotted upperparts. The female is 
similar to the male, but is duller and has a 
bajred tail. Could be confused with the 
Lesser Kestrel (which lacks the spotted 
upperparts), but it is not a gregarious 
species. Although occurring in a wide range 
of habitats, it prefers moun- 


tainous and hilly country. e F 
Hovers regularly. Breeds j 
mesily on cliff ledges 

(Kransvalk) 


Greater Kestrel 

The only kostre! the adult of which has a pale 
eye The sexes are similar. The upperparts 
and flanks are heavily bared, while the 
underparts are lightly streaked, The immature 
is similar, but has dark eyes, Favours fairly 
open, arid country, Sometimes hovers, but is 
mostly seen sitting on telephone poles or 


hun's, Usually breeds in the 
's of crows or other 


Lesser Kestrel 
Ths srmall, very slender kestral is usually 
see’) in huge flocks during the summer. The 
underparts are noticeably lighter than the 
Upperparts, The male differs from the similar 
Rock Kestrel in its unspotted back The 
female has spotted upperparts and streaked 
LUnderparts. Flocks roost in large trees, even 
in some towns. Perches on 

telephone lines. Graceful in ~ 
fight ‘Ya 
(Kleinrooivalk) 
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Pygmy Falcon 
The smallest diumal raptor in southern] 
Africa. The white underparts and the white 
spots on the wings and tail are charac 
teristic. The female is similar to the male, but 
is more colourful and has a dark chestnut] 
back. This is a bird of the arid west, wherg! 
pairs often occupy a chamber in the nest of 
Sociable Weavers. Oiten | 
seen perched in trees from 
where they call or survey 
their surroundings. 
(Owergvalk) 
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Barn Owl 
‘A well-known medium-sized owl which] 
occurs throughout the world. The heart 
shaped facial disc, small dark eyes and tha 
slender body charactenze this owl, Occurs 
in a wide variety of habitats and often 
breeds in old buildings. (The African Grass 
Ow! has darker upperparts, and lives on thé 
ground in moist grassy 
areas.) The screeching call is, 
a familiar sound in built-up 
areas. An expert hunter of 


mice. (Nonnatjie-uil) 
@, |= 
a 
ka gt 

Marsh Owl 


A medium-sized, dark brown owl wit 
slightly pale underparts. As the namél 
indicates, its preferred habitats are maf 
shes, vieis and moist grassiand areas. If 
spends most af the day on the ground, buf 
may perch conspicuously and even fly 0 
overcast days. The long wings a(@ 
characteristic. Gathers in 
larger flocks when not bree 
ding. Roosts under tufts of 
grass. Breeds on the ground 
(VieH-uil) 


Spotted Eagle Owl 

The most common large ow! in the region, 
characterized by its mottied greyish colour, 
yellow eyes and conspicuous ear tufts. (The 
rarer Cape Eagle Ow! has orange eyes and 
broader markings on the belly.) Also occurs in 
urban areas where the typical “hu-hooo" call 
is often heard. During the day it roosts in 
trees or among rocks. Breeds 


in various suitable places. Ee 


401 
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Giant Eagle Owl f 
‘The largest owi in the region. The overall 
colour, dark eyes and pink eyelids 
ify this bird. The immature is browner 
‘than the adult, In spite of its large size it is 
easily overlooked when roosting in a tree 
durng the day. The call is a deep grunting 
“hu-hushu" or a shrill whistle. Large prey is 
regularly including 
jehogs. Breeds mastly in ¢ 
ner birds! nests. 
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White-faced Ow! 


(African Scops Owls have grey faces.) 
88 are orange. Hides in trees during 
the cay. Although it is not as well f 
Camouflaged as the African Scops Owl, it 
also elongates its body and closes its eyes 
When disturbed, Occurs in a variety of 
Wooded areas. The call is a 


Soh “whooo", which is not < 3 
Often heard Breeds on the 
Nests of other birds, y 

~~" 997 


(Witwanguil) 
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Pearl-spotted Owl 
The smallest owl in southem Africa. The 
upperpans and tail are brown, spotted with 
white. The white underparts are boldly 
streaked with brown. The back of the head 
bears two dark eyespots. A bold hunter, often 
active by day. The call starts with a series of 
ascending high-pitched whistles. Unlike other 
small owls, it stares at 
intruders. Breeds in old barbet 
or woodpecker nests. 
(Witkolull) 
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African Barred Owl 

Very similar to the Pearl-spotted Owl, The 
white underparts bear brown blotches 
arranged in rows. (The Pear-spotied Owl 
| has dark vertical stripes on its underparts.) 
The head, neck and tail are barred black 
and white. There is a row of bold white 
spots on each wing. Occurs in riverine 
woodland and coastal bush. 
May hunt during the day, but 
not as often as the previous 
species. 1 
(Atnkaanse gebande il) 399 
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African Scops Owl 
A small greyish or brownish ow! with yellow 
eyes and black spots and stripes. This is the 
smallest owl with ear tufts in the region. The 
colour pattern resembles tree bark and 
lichen. During the day it perches close to a 
tree trunk, elongating its body and closing its 
eyes. Then it differs from the White-faced 
Owl in its grey face. The soft 
insectlike “prrerrup” call is 
often heard in wooded 
‘country at night. 

(Afrikaanse skopsuil) 


4, 


Group 7: Fruiteaters 


The fruiteaters have robust bills enabling them to cut through the skin of fruit and take out 
large chunks. Smaller fruit or berries are swallowed whole. Insects supplement their diet. 
Most fruiteaters occur in wooded areas. 

Barbets are small colourful birds which breed in self-excavated holes in trees. Their 
special feet, with two toes pointing forward and two to the back, enable them to cling to 
the bark of trees. 

Parrots and lovebirds have stout, hooked bills. Their feet, similar to those of the barbets, 
and the bill are used to climb around trees. 

Louries are crow-sized birds characterized by their long tails and crested heads. Their 
calls are loud and raucous. The Grey Lourie inhabits more arid country than most louries. 
Mousebirds are well-known garden birds. They superficially resemble louries, but are 
much smaller. They look like mice as they creep along the branches in search of fruit. 


Black-collared Barbet 

The black collar and the red head and throat 
are characteristic. The bil is very large. The 
back is olive-grey ang the belly pale yellow. A 
rare variety has a yellow head and throat. The 
head and breast of the immature are black, 
spotted with red. The call is a loud duet. The 
ind female bob up and down, and open 
and close their wings while 
calling. Found in wooded ~ 
areas, parks and gardens. A 
group may roost in one nest 
(Rovikophoutkapper) 464 
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Crested Barbet 
The black-tipped crest is characteristic. The 
nd underparts are yellow with red 
The hack, tail and broad hreasthand 
jack with white spots. The rump is red 
ents thickets, riverine bush and 
°s. The male's call is a well-known 
“kerrrr’, sounding like an alarm clock. Jumps 
around on the ground. More 
‘nsectivorous than other 
Is the breeding host 
of the Lesser Honeyguide. 
(Kuitkophoutkapper) 


Acacia Pied Barbet 

The red forehead, yellow eyebrow extending 
into a white band and the broad black band 
through the eye are characteristic. The back 
is pied, the breast white and throat black. 
(The Red-fronted Tinker Barbet is smaller 
and jacks the black throat.) The immature 
has a black forehead. The call resembles that 
of the African Hoopoe. Found 
in bushveld, arid serubland 
and gardens. Cften roosts in 
other birds’ nests. 
(Bonthoutkapper) 


, Pelee 


Bisa 


Red-fronted Tinker Barbet 
The red forehead and golden wing patch are 
characteristic. The underparts are yaliow. 
(The Yellow-fronted Tinker Barbet may have 
an orange forehead, but the distribution dif- 
fers. The larger Acacia Pied Barbet has a 
black throat.) The immature has a black fore- 
head. Found in coastal bush and dense vego- 
tation. Forages in the canopy 
where it is seldom seen but <— 
often heard. The call is mono- 
tonous, similar to that of the 
next species. (Rooiblestinker) 
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Yellow-fronted Tinker Barbet 
The yellow forehead (sometimes orange) 
and pale yellow underparts are characteristic. 
(Red-fronted Tinker Baroets nave ycliower 
underparts and a different distribution. 
larger Acacia Pied Barbet has a black throat 
and white underparts.) The forehead of the 
immature is black, Found in broadleaved 
woodland where it perches 
high in trees, The call is a 
monotonous “pink pink pink" 
similar to that of the previous 
species. (Geelblestinker) 


Brown-headed Parrot 
This pale green parrot has a brown head 
anci neck, and pale yellow eyes. In flight 
tne bright yellow underwing is seen. 
(Meyer's Parrot has a yellow forenead and 
shoulders. The rump and belly are blue- 
green.) Usually occurs in small. flocks. 
Flies fast and straight. Found in moist 
broadleaved woodland and 
erine bush. Noisy, but not —= > 
‘ly seen in the canopy of \ {_” 


trees. 


(Biuinkoppapegaai) 
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Meyer’s Parrot 
olue-green rump, and yellow forehead 
shoulders are characteristic. The head, 
neck. shoulders and tail are brown and the 
belly green. (The Brown-headed Parrot is 
moro green and lacks the yellow patches. 
Ruooel’s Parrot, in Namibia, has a blue 
belly ) Found in open woodland, riverine bush 
anc: arid bushveld, preferring 
baobab veld. Shy and wary, 
Roosts and breeds in tree 


al 


holes. 


(Bosveldpapegaai) 
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Rosy-faced Lovebird 
The pink-red face and blue rump are 
Characteristic. The rest of the plumage is 
green. (The similar Lilian’s Lovebird, occuring 
‘only along the Zambezi, has a blue rump.) 
Found in arid areas with trees, usually near 
water. Drinks regularly. Nests in holes in rock 
faces or in the nests of Sociable Weavers or 
Red-biied Buffalo Weavers. 
The female carries nesting 
Maternal tucked into the rump 


feathers, 


(Roowangoarket) 


Knysna Lourie 
The green head and crest, white lines around! 
the eyes and the red bill are characteristic) 
The rest of the plumage is green, The red 
flight feathers are conspicuous in fight. (Thal 
very similar Livingstone's Loune occurs along) 
the coast north of St Lucia and north of the 
Limpopo. The Purple-crested Lourie has ab 
purple crest and a dark bill.) 

Found in dense forests and (~/* 
coastal bush. Respond to 
each other's calls, 
(Knysnaloerie) 
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Purple-crested Lourie 
Characteristic are the glossy purple crest and 
the dark bill. The tail and upperwings are 
blue, the breast and neck olive-yellow to’ 
orange-yellow. The red fight feathers are 
visible in fight. (The Knysna Lourie is greener 
with a green crest and has a red bill. It prefers: 
moister habitats.) Very shy. Inhabits thickets 
and dense bushveld. Runs 
along branches like other 
louries. 

(Bloukuifloerie) 
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Grey Lou 
This well-known bushveld lourie is 
recognized by its grey plumage. long crest 
and long tail. The legs and bill are black. Is 
conspicuous and noisy, especially when 
alarmed. The characteristic “kwee-h" or “go- 
away" frustrates many hunters, as it Is an 
alarm call recognized by most animals. 
Found in more and areas with 
trees and in gardens. Otten 
perches on treetops to survey 
its surroundings. Very alert 
and wary. (Kwevoel) 373 
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Speckled Mousebird 
The upper part of the bill is dark while the 
ower jaw is white. The overall plumage is 
prownish. The legs are dark and the face 
piack. Inhabits moister areas than the other 
two mousebirds' forest edges, woodland and 
gaicens. Like all mousebirds, it resembles a 
mousé while climbing around a tree, hence 
the name. Flocks fly fast and 
straignt from tree to tree. 

(Geviekte muisvoel) i 


g\20 |zzZ 


P15 & Alls 


White-backed Mousebird f 
The head, back and tail are pale grey, the B® 
underparts pale brown. (Speckled Mouse- 
appear brown.) The rump is white, but 
s only characteristic in flight. The bill is 
‘e, only the tip of the upper jaw being 
ck. The legs are red, Prefers arid areas: 
riverine bush, scrub and gardens. Feeds on 
the ground, Like other 
mousebirds it loves a dust 
bath 

(Witkruismuisvoé!) 
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Red-faced Mousebird F 

The bare red cheeks and the blue eyes are 

characteristic, Is lighter and more blue-grey 

than the other two mausebirds. More wary 
"0 other species. Like other mousebirds it 

often hangs from a branch, especially when 

sleeping, Widespread, but prefers dry 

bustveld with thickets, orchards and 

Gardens. Small flocks fly high 

from tree to tree. Feeds 

‘Mostly on fruit 

(Rooiwangmussvoe!) 
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Group 8: Birds with long, straight bills 


The kingfishers, woodpeckers and Red-throated Wryneck are small to medium bird 
with long, pointed, but straight bills. 

Most kingfishers are waterbirds. They often sit on overhanging vegelation, diving dow 
to catch fish or other small aquatic animals. Some kingfishers, however, are ni 
associated with water at all. These catch mainly insects or other small animals. 
kingfishers are colourful, attractive birds. 

Woodpeckers use their bills to chisel away wood in their search of insects. Stiff 
feathers support the body while the bird is pecking. The various species look very similar 
Making identification even more difficult is the fact that male and female of a species at 
often differently coloured and that woodpeckers are shy birds, keeping close to the trun! 
of trees. They nest in self-excavated holes in trees. 

The Red-throated Wryneck resembles a woodpecker, but has a shorter bill. 


Malachite Kingfisher 

Avery small kingfisher with a red bill. It has 
bright blue back and orange-brown under 
parts, (The African Pygmy Kingfisher, a bus! 
veld bird, has purple ear patches.) The imma: 
ture has a dark bill similar to the rare Half 
collared Kingfisher, but is smaller Easi 
‘overlooked in spite of its bright colours. Four 
on inland waters, where it 

perches on low overhanging © 
vegelation, Hunts by diving 

from its perch. Flies fast and 

low. (Kuitkopvisvanger) 431 


African Pygmy Kingfisher 
Avery small kingfisher with a red bill. Thes 
‘overall colour pattem is similar to that of the 
Malachite Kingfisher, but the eyebrow is) 
orange and the ear patches purple. The 
immature has a black bill. Unlike the Mala- 
chite Kingfisher, this is a bushveld bird which 
is usually found away from water. Perch 
unobirusvely on a low perch 


and swoops down to the © 

ground to catch prey. f 

(Aikaanse dwergvisvanger) yg 
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Woodland Kingfisher 
A very attractive turquoise and white King- 
fhe’. The red and black bill and black stripe 
through the eye are diagnostic. (The entire bill 
of the fare Mangrove Kingjisher is red.) The 
immature has @ dusky bill and is finoly barred. 
As lie name indicates, it occurs in wooded 
arees away from water. The tnlling call *kri- 
oer” is often heard in 
Perches on the lower 
branches of a tree from where 
ithunts. 

(Bosveldvisvanger) 


rs QR || 
BA #3 |b ti 


Brown-hooded Kingfisher 

iaanostic are the brown, streaked head and 
bill with its black tip. (The Striced 
Kinglisher's bill is dark: above and red below 
and i has a white collar) The male has a 
black back and wing coveris, while the 
female's are brown, The immature is duller. 
Found away from water. Perches conspicu- 
ousy on fences or branches 


anc is thus often seen. © a 
{eae 


Sometimes dives into water, 
but this is usually to bathe. 
(Brunkopvisvanger) 435 
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Smaller than the previous two species and 
more sombrely coloured. The streaked 
crown. white neck and the black band 
through the eye are characteristic. The bil is 
dark above and red below, (The Woodland 
‘ers bill colour is the other way round, 
wn-hooded Kinglisher's bill is red 
lack tip.) Found away 
from water in a variety of 
habitats. Perches low 
es, Noisy when display- 

3estreepie visvanger) 
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Pied Kingfisher 
The only black and white kingfisher in 
region. The male is identified by a seco 
narrower black band acrass the breag 
Found at inland and marine waters, Bold a 
tame. Often hunts by hovering over the wat 
before diving. 

(Bontvisvanger) 
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Giant Kingfisher 
The largest kingfisher in the region. The blagh 
upperparts are spotted white, The mata 
breast is brown, the belly whitish; the temnale' 
colours on breast and belly are reversed. 
shy bird which is easily overlooked unless it 
heard calling “wak-wak-wek’. Sometimes 
perches quietly low and over water, bi 

inland and marine. Some- 
times hovers. Catches mostly 
crabs and frogs. \ 
(Reusevisvanger) 
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Red-throated Wryneck 
Similar to woodpeckers, but with a shortal 
bill. The red-brown patch on the throat and] 
upperbreast is diagnostic. The rest of the 
underparts are whitish with black stripes: 
central dark line stretches from the crown 10 
the back. Generally an unobtrusive bird, 
otten calls, perched conspicuously on 
exposed branch. Forages 
mostly on the ground where it 
feeds on ants and termites. 
(Draaihals) 


Ground Woodpecker 
The largest woodpecker in Africa. The red 
breast and belly are diagnostic. Males have 
pink moustachial stripes. The immature is 
duller than the adult. Found on mountain 
slopes and rocky outcrops where it often 
perciies prominently, Feeds on ants which 
are ‘ound by foraging on the ground, A shy 
and waity bird which is difficult 
‘o approach, When disturbed 
the whole flock flies off only to 
resettle a distance away. 
(Grondspeg) 


A 


Olive Woodpecker 
The only olive-green woodpecker in the 
region. The crown is red in males, while fe- 
males have completely grey heads. Both 
sexes have red rumps which can be seen in 
fight. Immatures are duller. A forest bird, put 
it'also occurs in riverine bush and coastal 
thickels or forages in fynbos. Well camou- 
faged when sitting stil. Pairs 
usually look for food high in 
large trees, but may come 
dovin into small shrubs. 


(Gryskopspeg) 
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Bearded Woodpecker 
A leege woodpecker with barred underparts 
and a long bill. The moustachial stripes and 
ear patches are black, while the forecrown is 
Spo! ‘ed white on black. Males have a red 
hinccrown; that of the female is black. Prefers 
drier savanna, The drumming of the bill 
against dead wood is heard over long 
distances. Usually occurs in 
Pairs. Searches for insects in 
rating wood. 
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Bennett’s Woodpecker 

The underparts are spotied (unspotted 
Namibia). The male has a red forehi 
crown and moustachial strie, The ter 
has a characteristic brown throat and stripg 
below the eye; the forecrown is spotted whi 
on biack and the hindcrown is red. Forage 
on the ground where it feeds on ants ang] 
termites. Flies into trees at the 
slightest. sign of danger. 5 
Prefers used nests of other 
woodpeckers. 

(Bennetise speg) 
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Golden-tailed Woodpecker 
The underparts are streaked. The males 
forecrown is mottled black on red; 
hindcrown and the moustachial stripes arg | 
red. The female's foracrown is spotted whit 
on black: the hindcrown is red. Found in 
variety of wooded areas. A fairly 
distributed, silent and inconspicuous bird 
Usually solitary or in pairs 
Eats ants and termites, but © 
forages in trees. 

(Goudstertspeg) 


Cardinal Woodpecker 
A small woodpecker with a short bill, sea 
underparts, biack moustactiial stripes and a) 
brown forecrown. The: hinderown of the malé 
is red; the female's black. The most com 
tree-iving woodpecker in the region. 
moustachial stripe of the larger Golden-tal 
Woodpecker male is red and the female ha 
a red hindcrown.) Feeds on 
insects and other invertebra- & 
tes found in dead wood. Often 
drums its bill against a 
branch. (Kardinaalspeg) 


Group 9: Birds with long, decurved 
bills 


The bee-eaters, hoopoes, wood-hoopoes, hornbills, sugarbirds and sunbirds have 
Jona, pointed, but decurved bills. All are medium to small, except the Southern Ground 
Hornbill which is very large, like a turkey. 

The colourful bee-eaters hawk bees and stinging insects in the air. In flight they are 
characterized by their triangular, pointed wings. 

African Hoopoe, a well-known garden bird, forages mostly on the ground. The wood- 
opoes are tree-living, searching for insects under the bark. They are noisy birds, often 
occurring in pairs or groups. 

The dill of a hornbill is surprisingly light in spite of its size. It is usually enlarged by a homy 
casque, especially in males. The colour of the bill is a good identification guide. 
Bo 
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sugarbirds and sunbirds feed on nectar. The iridescent colours of male sunbirds 

ake them very attractive. The females (and non-breeding males of some species) are dull 

and often difficult to identify. The two species of sugarbirds are larger and less colourful than 
the sunbirds. 


Southern Ground Hornbill 

A very large black bird with a large bill. The 
and the throat are red. The female 
differs from the male in having a blue patch 
on ihe throat The white secondaries are 
vsiole in fight. The face and throat of the 
ire are paler, its plumage is brown 
The call is a deep booming sound, Found in 
dushveld with sufficient grass 


cover. Forages on the ground 
and digs with its bill for food. 
Ro ommunally in trees. 


Te impeter Hornbill 

fark bill with a large casque on top (the 
he e's is smaller) and the pink face are 
istic of this large pied hombil, The 
White rump and tips to the secondaries are 


Found in coastal forests, dense woodland 
a iverine vegetation 


In flight. (The Silvery-cheeked Hornbill 
ger and has a pale bill and blue cheeks.) 


the call sounds like a <— 
orying, 
one boskraal) 


Grey Hornbill 
The overall grey appearance is characterist 
‘The male has a dark grey bill; the bill of 1 
female is smaller, tipped with red and 
| casque on top of the bill is smaller and whit 
in colour. Forages mostly in trees but 


loudly. Like most other 
hombills, the male seals the 
female into @ hollow treetrunk 
and feeds her while breeding. 


(Grysneushoringvoél) 45; 
aS a 
— 4 Vf 


Red-billed Hornbill 
‘The fairly slender red bills characteristic. 
back and wings are blotched black and white 
‘the underparts are white. (The other hombils 
with red bills are larger and have dark heads 
and necks.) A bushveld bird, preferring 
mopane and thomnveld. Forages mostly on 
the ground, digging in the soil or in dung. 
male seals the female into the 
nest and feeds her while 
breeding. 
(Rooibekneushoringvoé!) 


The large yellow bill distinguishes 1 
species from all similar homnbills. The bell 
white, the back black with white blotches. 
This bushveld bird is often seen together wit 
the Red-biled Hombil, but prefers moiste 
areas. Forages mostly on the ground, During 
breeding the male seals the female into 
nest and feeds her through a 
narrow sit. 

(Suidelike goelbekneusho- 
ringvoél) 


Crowned Hornbill 
The brown head and upperparts, and the 
conspicuous casque on the red bill are 
characteristic. (Red-billed Hombills have 
slender bills and white eyebrows. Bradfield's 
Hoibil, found in the extreme north, has an 
orange bill without a casque.) Occurs in 
dense bushveld. Forages in trees. The 
female |S Sealad into the nest 
which is either a hole in a tree 
or in a rock face. 

(Gekroonde neushoringvoél) 
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Bradfield’s Hornbill 

Although similar to the hombils with red bills, 
this hombill has an orange bill lacking a 
casque, (The similar Crowned Hombills bil 
nas a casque,) There is no white on the wing, 
The eye is yellow. It is confined to the north- 
em parts where tt occurs in woodland and 
savanna. It lives in pairs when breeding, 
otherwise in flocks, Forages 


In trees or on the ground. Law 
(Bradtieldse neushoringvoel) ie 5g 
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Monteiro’s Hornbill 
The large red bill and grey-brown breast 
Gisiinguish tt from the Red-billed Hornbill. The 
wings are marked with small white spots. 
(Bredtield's Hombill has an orange bill, brown 
Outer tail feathers and no white on the wings.) 
Prefers dry hilly thornveld. Frequently 
Herchies on top of a large tree. Forages on 
the ground, Breeds mostly in < 
@ hole in a rock face, but also v le 
intees. é 
(Monteirose neushoringvoal) 


European Bee-eater 
The only bee-eater with a brown back. 
yellow throat is bordered with black belo 
while the blue breast and belly a 
characteristic. The central tail feathers a 
elongated. Found in open bushveld 
woodland and bushy grasslands. Ofte 
perches on telephone wires or dead tree 
and catches its prey in fight. 

Roosts in colonies in trees. “myn 
Sometimes breeds in \\ {ja} 
southem Attica. : 
(Europese byvreter) 
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Southern Carmine Bee-eater 
The only bee-eater with a red back. Tha 
crown and undertall are blue, The rest of 
plumage is a characteristic pink-red, day 
con the back. The central tail feathers are 
long in the adult. The immature is duller a 
lacks the long central tall feathers. Occurs if 
woodland and mixed savanna usually neat 
larger rivers, Hunts flying 
insects over water or near ~ 
larger mammals. Breeds in 
colonies in river banks. 

(Suidelike rooiborsbyvreter) 
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Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 
Appears green at a distance but the bel 
cheeks, eyebrows and forehead are blue, 
throat is brown, merging with yellow towards 
the chin. (The similar Olive Bee-eater has 
brown crown and throat and white eyebrows 
Itis found only in the extreme north and east 
Usually ocours near large rivers, or in tl 
wooded areas around 
marshes and pans. Oiten 
hunts from a dead tree. \"}/2 
(Blouwangbyvreter) ‘ 
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White-fronted Bee-eater 

Very colourful, The red throat, white chin and 
forenead are characteristic. The crown and 
breast are cinnamon. The back and square 
tail ore green. The undertall feathers and the 
rump are bright blue. The crown and 
underparts of the immature are green. 
Common in the bushveld, especially near 
Hunts flying insects in 

air or over water. Roosts \—~ 
ees. Braeds in colonies in, 
sand banks, 
(Rooikeelbyvreter) 
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Little Bee-eater 

Qu’ smallest bee-eater. The throat is yellow 
anc the breast orange-brown. The black 
bower below the throat is absent in the 
immature. The back is green; the tail square. 
(The Swallow-talied Bee-eater has 2 blue 
throat band and a forked tail) Occurs in 
different types of bushveld, usually near 
rivers, open patches and reed 


beds Hunts from and returns © 
to 2 low porch. The nest is \_[ 
excavated in aardvark holes ‘Ve 


orearth banks. (Kleinbyvreter) = “~~ qq 
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Swallow-tailed Bee-eater 

The blue-green forked tail and underparts are 
characteristic. The throat is yellow, bordered 
with blue below. The rest of the body is 
yelowish green. (Lite Bee-eaters have a 
Slack band under the throat and orange- 
brown breasts. Olive Bee-eaters have brown 
throats and green underparts.) Common in 
the dry western parts where it 


frequents thornveld and rive- 
fine yagetation. Hunts flying 
insects from and returns to a 2 


Perch. — (Swaelstertoyvreter) 
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Cape Sugarbird 
The male's long tail anc bill are characteristic, 
The back and breast are brown, the throat 
while with brown moustachial stripes. Th 

tails of females and immatures are shorter 
(Gurney's Sugarbird has a rufous crown ant 

breast and lacks the moustachial stripes. The 

cistrioution of the two species overlaps on} 

slightly.) Found in fynbos, 
especialy protea veld. The <>)» 
male perches on a tall bush to ry) 

sing. Breeds during winter. 
(Kaapse suikervoel) 
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Gurney’s Sugarbird 
The rufous crown and breast are charac: 
teristic, More brightly coloured than the Cape 
Sugarbird but Jacks the moustachial stripes. 
The distrbution of the two species overtaps) 
only sightly in the eastern Cape. Found in 
montane scrub with proteas and aloess 
Forages for nectar and insects on flowers. 
‘The male frequently perches 

on a tall tree or shrub, jy 
Displays by flying steeply into. \_ |.” 

the air and diving down. 
(Roaiborssuikervoe!) 
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Malachite Sunbird 
Alarge sunbird. The breeding male is glossy 
green and has a long tail, The female's large 
size together with the yellow throat and 
moustachial stripe distinguish her from other 
sunbirds, The non-breeding male resembles 
the female although he may retain the long 
tail and some green blotches on the body, 
Found in various habitats 
Active and aggressive to- « 
wards other sunbirds, 
(Jangroentie) 
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Marico Sunbird 
in contrast with the double-collared sun- 
birds, the male has a wine-red breastband 
and a dark belly, (The bill is longer and more 
decurved than that of the Purple-banded 
Sunbird which is found in the north-east.) 
Tho female's underparts are streaked, the 
belly yellowish. Occurs in thornveld, riverine 
bush and gardens. Is very 
acive and aggressive 
‘towards other sunbirds. 
(Maricosuikerbekkie) 
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Lesser Double-collared Sunbird 
Tho male double-colared sunbirds have 
glossy green heads, throats and backs, and 
red breastbands. In the male Lesser Double- 
colared Sunbird the breastand is very 
naviow, (The similar Miombo Double-collared 
Sunbird is found in Zimbabwe.) The back of 
the female is brown-grey, the underparts 
yellow-grey, It hovers offen to 


Gatch insects in the air or rn 
spiders in their webs bs 
(Keinrooibandsuikerbekkie) 
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Greater Double-collared Sunbird 
Males differ from other double-collared 
sunbirds in their size and broad red breast- 
bands, (The male Lesser and Miombo 
Double-collared Sunbirds have narrow 
breastbands.) The females are larger and | 
have longer bills than those of the other 
species. Occurs in coastal and riverine bush 
and montane scrub. Males 

often call from a prominent < 

Perch, 

(Grootrooibandsuikerbekkio) 
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Dusky Sunbird 

The breeding male's head, back and 
are black, the belly white. In its non-breeding 
plumage the upperparts are dark grey and 
the underparts are white with a black band ¢ 


of the two species differs. Occurs in areas | 
with shrubs, aloes or bushes 
and trees along river courses. 
Very active, even in the heat 
of the day. 
(Namakwasuikerbekkie) 
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Scarlet-chested Sunbird 
The black male's scarlet throat and breast: 
conspicuous. The chin and forehead 
glossy green. The female resembles 
Black Sunbird female, but the underparts are 
more blotched and yellower. Found in 
bushveld and riverine vegetation. The male is 
noisy; he often calls from a treetop and even! 
imitates other birds. Aggres- 


sive towards other sunbirds 

and often chases them. 
(Rooiborssuikerbekkie) 
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African Black Sunbird 

The male appears pitch black at a distance, 
but his forehead is glossy green and the 
throat and shoulders metallic purple. The 
female has. pale moustachial stripe, with the 
underparts more creamy and not as heavily 
blotched as in the similar Scariet-chested 
Sunbird. Solitary or in pairs. Found in 
bushveld and riverine bush. 

Hovers over flowers to drink 

nectar. Can even fly 

backwards to withdraw its bill. 

(Atkaarse swartsuikerbekkie) 792 
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White-bellied Sunbird 
‘The glossy green head, throat and back, and 
the blue breastband and white belly of the 
mele are characteristic. The female has 
brown-grey upperparts. and off-white 
underparts. (Both sexes resemble the Dusky 
suoitd which has a westerly distribution. 
Yellow-bellied Sunbirds, in Zimbabwe, have 
yolow bellies.) Found in 


various types of bushveld, 
olten thorveld and riverine 
bush Active. Calls often 


(Witpenssuikerbekkie) 787 


Orange-breasted Sunbird 

A well-known sunbird of the Cape fynbos. 
The male's orange breast and belly, glossy 
green head and metalic blue breastband are 
characteristic. The only small sunbird with an 
elongated tail in this region. The female's 
underparts are more yellow than in the 
Lesser Double-collared Sunbird. The male is 
aguressive towards other 
‘ids. Catches prey (spiders < 
and insects) in fight. 
(Oranjeborssuikerbekkie) 
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Collared Sunbird 

Asmall sunbird with a characteristically short 
bil. The underparts are yellow, the 
upperparts green. Males have a completely 
green head and a blue-purple breastband, 
and temain brightly coloured throughout the 
year, Prefers flowering creepers in tall trees 
‘OF coastal bush, Often joins other birds when 
9. Sits the base of 


for nectar or feeds on \~p. 
insects and fruit. ( 
(Kortbeksuikerbekkie) \ 
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African Hoopoe 

A well-known orange-brown garden bird. 
wings and tail are black with white ban 
(conspicuous in flight). The characteristi 
long crest is usually folded down, but is 
erected when the bird is excited. Widel 
distributed, but prefers wooded areas, 
Probes with its jong slender bill in the soil f 
food. Its flight is like that of a 


butterfly. Breeds in a variety of 
holes and niches in the ground 
or in tree trunks. 

(Affikaanse hoephoep) 
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Red-billed Wood-hoopoe 
Appears dark at a distance, but the plumagg 
is a glossy metallic on the head and upper. 
parts. The red legs and bill are characteristic, 
(The similar Southem Purple Wood-hooy 
‘occurs in northemn Namibia only. It lacks the 
glossy green head.) The immature has a dat 
bill which is not as decurved as that of 
Scimitar-billed Wood-hoopoe. 
Frequents wooded areas. 
Active and noisy. Flocks look 
for food under the bark of 
trees. (Gewone kakelaar) 
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Scimitar-billed Wood-hoopoe 
The black legs and the slender black bill are 
characteristic. The scimitar-shaped bill is 
more slender and decurved than those of the 
immature Red-billed or Southem Purple 
Wood-hoopoes, which have red legs. The 
plumage is slightly glossy. Smaller than other: 
wood-hoopoes and occurs mostly in pairs of 
alone. Found in wooded 
areas, especially thornveld 
and iverine vegetation. 
Feeds quietly on the outer 
branches. (Swartbekkakelaar) 
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Group 10: Aerial insectivores 


Aerial insectivores are characterized by their long, slender wings. Their small bills can 
open wide to enable them to catch small insects and spiders in flight. 

Swallows and martins are often confused with swifts. Swallows and martins have 
angular wings which are easily recognized in flight. Most swallows are colourful and have 
typical forked tails. The martins are often brownish with square tails. 

Swifts are characterized in flight by their sickle-shaped wings. As they have tiny toes, 
they are not able to perch as most birds do, but cling to vertical surfaces. Swifts are dull- 
coloured. 

Nightjars are often heard at night, but seldom seen. They spend their days on the 
ground or on a branch where their colour patterns camouflage them effectively. When 
caught in a spotlight at night their eyes reflect red. The various species look almost 
identical and are best identified by their different calls. 


Little Swift 

Like the White-rumped and Horus Swifts, the 
Live Swift has a white throat and rump. The 
rump, however, is broad and conspicuous, 
and the tail is square. (The Horus Swift has a 
slightly forked tail. The White-umped Swift 
has a deeply forked tail and only a narrow 
white rump.) The nest is a chamber of grass 
and feathers which are glued 

together with saliva, Breeds in 

‘coonies on cliffs, bridges and 

tall buildings. 

(Kcinwindswael) 47 
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African Palm Swift 

A orey-brown, slender swift with a very long, 
deeply forked tail. The tal tips are often held 
together. The slender wings are long and 
Pointed. Is usually found in the vicinity of 
aims, either indigenous or exotic, even in 
parks and gardens. Roosts and breeds on 
the underside of dead paim leaves hanging 
down, where the nest, a pad 


Of feathers, is glued with 

Saliva. 

(Afrikaanse palmwindswael) 
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European Swallow 


Differs from other swallows with dark upper- 
Parts and deeply forked tails in the rufous) 
forehead and throat, and the broad breast- 
band. The immature may have a white 
forehead and throat; the broad breasiband, 
remains diagnostic. (The White-throated) 
‘Swallow has a white throat and a narrow: 
breastband.) Prefers farm- 

lands, vleis and open grass- 

land. Large flocks congregate 

at dusk and in late summer. 

(Europese swael) 518 
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White-throated Swallow 
The white throat and narrow, dark breaste 
band, together with the rufous forehead 
distinguish it from other swallows with dark 
upperparts and deeply forked tails. 
European Swallow has a rufous throat and 
broad breastband. The Wire-iailed Swallow, 
has an orange-brown cap.) Found over open 
grasstand, usually near water, 

where it catches insects. The 

nest is 2 half-cup of mud and 


grass. ° 
(Witkeelswael) 00 
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Wire-tailed Swallow 
The orange-brown cap, white underparts and 
long thin tail streamers (which may be tempo= 
rarly absen!) are characteristic. The upper 
parts are dark metallic blue. (The European 
Swallow has a brown throat, the White 
throated Swallow a white throat. Both have 
breast bands.) Found near rivers and othe 
water areas in bushveld 
Often perches on bridges and 
railings. The nest, ahalf-cup of \\ 
mud, is sometimes built far 
from water. (Draadstertswael) 
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Red-breasted Swallow 

The upperparts, including the cheeks, are 
dark Metallic blue. The underparts are 
chestnut and the tail is deeply forked. (The 
Mosque Swallow, which occurs in the north 
and north-east, has a white throat and 
cheeks.) Inhabits grassveld, open bushveld 
and vleis. Flies slower than most swallows 
‘and often glides. The nest, a 

bow! of mud with a tunnel 

entrance, is built in large holes 

or pipes. 

(Rooiborsswael) 524 
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Greater Striped Swallow 

The two species ot stnped swallow have 
dark, metallic blue upperparts, except the 
rufous rumps and caps. The white underparts 
are striped finely in the Greater Striped 
Swallow. These are often not visible in fight 
The cheeks are white. Found mostly over 
‘open gfassy areas; avoids dense bushveld. 
Foiages over water. The flight 
is riatively slow. The nestis a 
mud bowl with a tunnel 
entrance, 

(Grootstreepswael) 
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Lesser Striped Swallow 

Sightly smaller but similar to the Greater fi 
Striped Swallow. The stripes on the under- fj 
aris are broad and conspicuous, even in 
fight The cheeks are rufous like the cap. 
(The Greater Striped Swallow has finely 
Striped underparts and the cheeks are white 
With slight stripes.) Prefers woodland and 
bushiveld, but also found in 

uiban areas and grassland. 

The nest isa mud bow! with a 

‘tunnel entrance. 

(Keinstreepswael) 527 
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Pearl-breasted Swallow 

The upperparts are dark metallic blue, the 
is forked and the underparts are white. Th 
lack of long tail streamers and any rufous 
the head or throat distinguishes it from 
European, White-throated and Wire-tal 
Swallows. (The House Martin has a whit 
rump.) Found in woodland and arid scru 
near vieis and farmlands. 

Often perches high on a dead 

tree, The nest is a halt-cup of 

mud. 

(Pérelborsswael) 52. 


4 |220/44 


Fas 
2 Unit 
> A a 


Common House Martin 
‘The upperparts are dark blue. The rump 
underparts are white, the tail slightly for 
(The Pearl-breasted Swallow has a dat 
rump and white underwing coverts. Ti 
Grey-rumped Swallow, which occurs in 
north and north-east, has a grey cap 
rump.) Usually ocours near cliffs or hi 
structures such as dam walls 
and silos. Forages over water, 
grassland and farmlands. 
Sometimes breeds here. 
(Huisswael) 
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South African Cliff Swallow 
The underparts and forehead are orange 
brown. The throat is spotted, with a black 
band below. The tail is square with a slight 
notch, The back is dark and the rump orown. 
Could be confused with the European: 
Swallow which has white undemarts. Found 
in grassland and open bushveld near 
breeding sites like bridges or 


buildings. The mud nesis are 
ball-shaped and built close 
together. 


(Familigswael) 528 


[2] 


Rock Martin 

The light brown underparts distinguish it 
from other martins with brown upperparts 
(The Brown-throated Martin has a white 
pelly.) The wings are broad and the white 
spots on the tail are visible in flight 
Common around cliffs, excavations and 
puildings. Often associates with other 
swallows and swifts. Flies 

lesurely with much gliding. 

The nest is a half-cup of \ 74) 
mud. 

(Kiansswae!) 529 
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Brown-throated Martin 

Abrown martin with a white belly. Some nave 
‘brown underparts and are then distinguished 
from Rock Martins by the absence of white 
spo's on the tail, The tail is slighty forked 
(Te Banded Martin has a white throat and 
bely, and a brown breastband.) Usually 
‘occurs near water. Often perches on a bush, 
gress or reeds in the vicinity of 

water, Breeds during the dry 

season in colonies in river 

banks 

(Airikaanse oewerswae!) 
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Banded Martin 

This brown martin is characterized by the 
white throat and belly with a broad band 
across the breast, a short white eyebrow, a 
square tall and a while area on the under- 
wing. Flies low and slowly over grassiands 
while foraging. Often sits on a low perch. 
Usually occurs alone or in pairs, but flocks 
gather after the breeding 


(Gebande oewerswae!) 54 
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Lesser Grey Shrike 
Often confused ‘with the Common Fiscal 
Shrike, but the upperparts are mostly grey, 
The forehead and ear patches are black. 
(The Red-backed Shrike's forehead is grey’ 
and its back is orange-brown.) The immature. 
is browner on the upperparts and lacks tr 

black forehead. Although widely distributed, if) 


prefers arid country. Perches 
conspicuously on branches, 
from where it hunts by 
dropping onto the prey. 
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Common Fiscal Shrike 
‘Awell-known black and white bird. Could be 
confused with the smaller Fiscal Fiycat 
{but is more stockily built, has a stout bill a 
| abroad white “V" on the back. Western bir 
have white eyebrows (b). The flanks of 
females are rufous. The immature és 
brownish-grey. Itis aggressive towards ol 
F birds and often chases them, 
Perches conspicuously on 
branches or fence posts. 

(Gewone fiskaallaksman) 
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Black-backed Puffback 

A fairly small, black and white shrike 
diagnostic red eyes, The female has a white 
‘eyebrow and forehead, and is paler than the 
male even on the crown, During display the 
male erects the white feathers on its back 
hence the name. Easily overlooked as this is 
a fairty silent bird which lives high in the 
] canopy of trees. Hops from 

branch to branch when 
foraging. 

(Swartrugsneeubal) 
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Southern White-crowned Shrike 
Alarge shrike. The colour pattem of the head 
is diagnostic (the only shrke with a white 
forehead and crown). The immature is more 
brown all over, but shows beginnings of the 
adult colouration. Prefers acacia savanna, 
often with baobab trees (hence the Afrikaans 
name). Groups are very vocal. Perches on 
the outer branches of a tree. 


Feeds on insects, particularly 
calerpilars. 

(\vometaniaksmean) A 
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Red-backed Shrike 
Allhough the male resembles other shrikes, 
the rufous back is diagnostic. (The Lesser 
Grey Shrike’s forehead is black and its back 
is grey) The female resembles an immature 
Common Fiscal Shrike, but is more rufous 
and without the pale “V" on the back. Widely 
siriouted in wooded areas, but often 
overlooked in the dry west. 
Perches conspicuously, pre- 
ferring the outer branches of 
trees or bushes. 
(Rociruglaksman) 
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White Helmet Shrike 
Apied shrike, characterized by the yellow eye 
watile. The upperparts are black (with white 
8) and the underparts and collar are 
he immature is brownish on the head 
cks the eye wattles. The small flock is 
ely Knit, but includes one breeding pair 
only. They forage together in all levels of 
Woodland, from the ground to 
the canopy. Flies in a 
y-lke fashion from one 
>the next 
(Withelmlaksman) 


Southern Boubou 
The cinnamon belly characterizes this large 
black and white shrike. The breast is some- 
times also washed cinnamon. (Other 
similar boubous have lighter underparts) 
and occur in the northern parts of southem 
Africa.) A very vocal bird, but many 
variations of the basic call may be heard, 
Pairs often call in duet. 
Forages in the undergrowth, <— 
A secretive but inquisitive 
bird, 

(Suidelike waterfiskaal) 
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Crimson-breasted Shrike 
The crimson underparts and the whi 
wingbar on the black upperparts make this 
bird unmistakable. The immature has gre 
underparts. Most common in the drier west 
where it prefers areas with thom trees. Runs: 
around like a thrush. Usually forages on the 
ground, but also in trees. Pairs often call it 
duet and are more often 
heard than seen. A fairly 
secretive but inquisitive bird. 
(Rooiborsiaksman) 
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African Long-tailed Shrike 
The only shrike with a very long tail 
white *V" on the back contrasts boldly 
the black body. In flight the white patches o 
the wings are conspicuous, Females have 
white patches on the flanks. The immature is 
browner overall. Occurs in small groups ai 
prefers open savanna where it perches o 
the top or on side branches of 
trees. Hunts by dropping onto < 
prey, which consists mostly of 
insects. 

(Afrikaanse tangstertiaksman) 
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Southern Tchagra 
The three species of tchagra on this page are 
very similar, but the rufous-brown crown of 
the Southem Tchagra is diagnostic. (The 
‘Three-streaked Tchagre’s crown is edged in 
black.) The immature is similar to but duller 
than the adult. Less common in the north of 
its distribution. A shy and secretive bird, fora~ 
ong in the undergrowth of 

conse thickets on the edge of <—+ 
f 

( 


ts. The call is a loud tril. $ 
Grysborstjagra) ae 


Three-streaked Tchagra 

Sightly smaller than the other two tchagras 
on this page. The crown is light brown with 
black edges. The white eyebrow is edged 
above and below in black, hence the name. 
Found in much the same areas as the Black- 
crowned Tehagra, but prefers thornveld. 
Usually solitary or in pairs. Forages mostly on 
the ground or low down in 
shrubs. The male displays in < 
flight above the trees. 
(Rooivlerkijagra) 
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Black-crowned Tchagra 

Very similar to the Southern Tchagra, but the 
Crown is black. (The distribution areas of the 
two species overlap only slightly.) The 
immature is duller than the adult is, the crown 
is mottled brown and black, and the bill is 


hom-coloured. Usually solitary or in pairs. 
The call sounds ike a drunk person whistling 
on 


way home. Secretive 
and Wary, foraging near the 
Ground in wooded areas. 
(Swartkroontjagra) 
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Bokmakierie 
The underparts are yellow; the throat is 
bordered with a black band, but this feature 
@ is absent in the immature. (Might be 
mistaken for the Yellow-throated Longclaw. 
which has brownish upperparts.) The 
yellow-tipped tail is clearly visible in flight, 
The name is derived from the call which, 
however, is very variable. 
Forages in the undergrowth 
of trees and in thickets. 
(Bokmakierio) 


Orange-breasted Bush Shrike 
The underparts are yellow with an orang 
breast. Could be confused with other bus! 
shrikes, but the forehead and eyebrow aré 
yellow, the crown and nape grey, and th 
ear patches biack. The immature lacks th 
orange breast and black ear patches. 
Occurs in dense bush or edges of forest 
=| Although not secretive it is 
| more often heard than seen. 
(Oranjeborsboslaksman) 
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Grey-headed Bush Shrike 
A large bush shrike (the largest in Africa), 
with no black on its face. The heavy bla 
bill and yellow eyes are diagnostic. TI 
immature has a horn-coloured bill. 
secretive bird which is more often heat 
than seen. The call is a ghostly ‘whoo 
hence the Afrikaans name meaning 
“ghostbird". Forages mostly 

in the lower canopy of trees, << 
but may also come down \ | 
into the undergrowth. 
(Spookvoél) 
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European Roller 
‘Most of the body is pale blue, but the upper- 
parts are mostly brown. The tail is rounded. 
The immature is tinged with brown on the 
hoad and breast. Although widely distributed, 
ths roller is most common in the western arid 
jons, Prefers open savanna or grassiand 
win scattered trees, Perches conspicuously 
| lrees and telephone poles 
from where it glides down to 
caich insects on the ground. 
Normally silent. 

(Europese troupant) 
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Lilac-breasted Roller 
Very colourful: the lilac breast, contrasting 
wilh the blue underparts and greenish nape, 
is ciagnostic. The outer tail feathers are long 
and slender, but are absent in the duller 
invnature and moulting birds. (The Racket- 
taled Roler has broadened tips to these 
feathers and blue underparts.) Perches bold- 
ly on telephone poles or trees. 
Raucous calls and the tumb- 
ling cisplay fight indicate the 
breading season. 
(Gewone troupant) 


Purple Roller 

A large, dull-coloured roller. The white eye- 
brow, rounded tail and the white streaks on 
the purple underparts are diagnostic, (The 
European Roller, which also has a rounded 
tai, nas blue underparts and head) The 
immature is even duller. This is the only roller 
to be seen in semi-desert regions, but it 
Usually prefers savanna 


Although it is less active, the 
behaviour is much the same 
8 thal of the other rollers 


(Groottroupant) 
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Black Crow 
Acompletely black, slenderly built crow. The 
immature is brownish. Not as bold as the 
other crows. The usual call is a harsh 
“khraaa”. Usually in pairs. Prefers open areas: 
and also found in very dty country. Perches 
conspicuously on trees and telephone poles, 
Not to be confused with the House Crow 
(with a dark grey breast and 

neck), a smaller exotic spe- a 
cles introduced to Durban. 

(Swartkraai) 
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Pied Crow 

The white breast and collar around the neck 
identify this crow. (Only the neck of the Write. 
necked Raven is white.) The immature is 
duller, Like other crows it also imitates ather 
sounds, but the usual call is a harsh croak. 
This crow is widely distributed, often 
occurring in urban areas and generally asso- 
ciating with humans. Flies 

with siow wing beats, Roosts 

in huge flocks in trees 

(Witborskrazi) 
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White-necked Raven 

The latgest crow in the region. Unlike the 
Pied Crow it lacks the white breast and only 
the back of the neck is white The hill is: 
extremely heavy and tipped with white. The 
wings are broad. The immature is browner, 
The usual habitat is mountains, but it may 
forage in adjacent areas. An excellent flier, 
soaring up and down cliffs 
and generally playing in the 
wind. Usualy solitary or in 
pairs 

(Withalskraai) 
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roup 11b: Insectivores with medium- 
sized bills 


The slightly decurved upper bill is typical of these birds. Most are small to medium in size, 
their bills resembling those of thrushes. This is an extremely large and diverse group. 
Cuckoos are more often heard than seen. Their monotonous calls are easily identified. 
Larks, pipits and longclaws are ground-living, well camouflaged birds. The identification 
af the different species is often problematic, but is facilitated by listening to their calls. 
Wagtails usually occur near water. Their bright yellow colours make orioles very 
conspicuous. Just like the bulbuls they also feed on fruit. Attention is drawn to flocks of 
babblers by their incessant calling. Thrushes, chats and robins are tree-living birds 
which offen forage on the ground. Many flycatchers haw insects in the air. They are 
quiet, gentle birds. The batises are small, robust flycatchers with brightly coloured 
plumage. The plumage of the omnivorous starlings is indescent, the colour changing 
according to light conditions. 


Greater Honeyguide 
Tie male is distinguished by the black throat 
pink bill and large white ear patch, but the | 
female is a fairly nondescript bird. Both sexes 
have a yellow shoulder patch, although it 
may be inconspicuous. Immatures have 
yellowish underparts. Sometimes guides 
humans to bees’ nests with a ratting guiding 
call, Othemise the male calls 
‘votor?. Parasitises various 
noienesting birds lke bee- 
eelers and kingfishers 

(Giootheuringwyser) 


2 

A Breeding 
L ii parasite 
Lesser Honeyguide 


Nondescript: olive-grey upperparts and grey 
belly. The bill is short but thick, The 
characteristic white outer tail feathers are 
shown in fight. Easily Identified by its call. a 
monotonous series of ‘kitr krrr" notes which 
can oe heard some distance away, Does not 
guide humans to bees like the Greater 
Honeyquide, — Parasitises 

mainly the Black-collared, < 
Crested, Acacia Pied and \ 
White-eared Barbets. 
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African Cuckoo 
Agrey cuckoo with a barred breast and belly, 
May be confused with the European Cuckoo 
(a non-breeding summer visitor), but its bil is 
mainly yellow and the underside of the tail is 
barred, not spotted. Secretive; itis more often 
heard than seen. The call is “hooop-hooap”, 
like that of the African Hoopoe, but more 
drawn out. Flies low from tree 
to tree when approached. 
Brood parasite of the Fork- 
tailed Drongo. 

(Airikaanse koekoek) 
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Red-chested Cuckoo 
Distinguished from the African Cuckoo by its 
dark grey upperparts, rufous breast and the 
dark eyes. The male's call is well known, 
Qiving rise to the Afrikaans name: “piet-my- 
vrou". Calls from a specific post, even at 
night, but is not offen seen as it perches 
inside the canopy of trees. Hawi-like in fight. 
Lays its eggs in the nests of 

robins, thrushes, fiycatchers, — . 


ee 


wagiails and some other \ 
hosts, \ 
(Piet-my-vrou) 377 
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Diederik Cuckoo 

The glossy green upperparts may appear 
dark at a distance, The red eye, prominently 
barred flanks and white spats on the wings 
distinguish this species. The female is more 
coppery on the back. The immature has a 
brown, streaked head and a red bill. The 
male calls from the top of a tree: the name 
imitates the call. Brood 

parasite of various seed- 

eaters, such as sparrows, 

Weavers and bishops. 

(Diederikkie) 385 
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Great Spotted Cuckoo 
Distinguished by its grey, crested head, dark 
upperparts spotted with white, and light 
underparts. The immature is browner with a 
smaller black crest. The male is very noisy 
and conspicuous at the beginning of the 
breeding Season, when it often cals from the 
ton of a tree. Otherwise secretive, keaping to 
er, but may forage on the 


Q id, Brood parasite of ¢ 7 
ws and starlings. \ 
G oviekte koekoek) * 
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Jacobin Cuckoo 
Tre black upperparts, white underparts and 
crested head characterize this cuckoo. 
(Similar to the Striped Cuckoo which has a 
finely streaked breast) A rare black form with 
only a white wingbar is found as well. Not as 
secretive as most other large cuckoos. |s 
active and very noisy at the beginning of the 
breeding season. Parasitses 
mainly bulbuls and the ¢ 
Common Fiscal Shrike. 
(Bontnuwejaarsvo8l) < 


Black Cuckoo 
Appears entirely black at a distance. Unlike 
the black form of the Jacobin Cuckoo it has 
no crest. Usually solitary. An extremely 
secietive bird, keeping to thick cover in the 
canopy of trees. The monotonous call, 
however, is often heard: a three-note whistle, 
the first two short and the last one long 
ising in pitch: “I'm-so- 
saad’. Parasitises Fork-tailed < 
Us gos, Crimson-breasted 
Shrikes and boubous. 
wartkoekoek) 
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Rufous-naped Lark 

The most common lark in the region, 8 

identified by its call, a characteristic “tire 
‘itecoo” given from a prominent perch like 
fence post, low bush or rock while raising 

crest. A large, fairly robustly buil lark. The r 
on its neck is seldom seen. Shows red 

wings while flying. Various colour forms ex: 
(a and b). Fairly tame and 


dificult to flush. Prefers open ‘a 
areas with a few bushes or 

trees. 

(Rooinekowerik) 
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Clapper Lark 

Very variable (a and b), the palest birds 
‘occurring in the north-west. Similar to the 
Flappet Lark which is usually more greyish, 
but best distinguished by the cistribution and 


flight display, during which the lark flies up 


into the air flapping its wings. It then 
descends rapidly while whistling. 
_Hoevetaklepnentie) 


Flight display as 
¥: 4 


4 id, 
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Flappet Lark 

Similar to the Clapper Lark, but differs in 
distribution and the fight display which is 
performed very high above the ground, 
alternately flapping its wings noisily and 
Gliding silently, The colour pattem varies a lot 
(a and b), the palest forms occuring in the 


north-west. (Laeveldkanperiie) 
Flight display 
NN 
i 
Mace 
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Sabota Lark 
‘A very common lark in the drier savanna 
areas. The distinctive broad eyebrow and the 
underparts are white, the breast boldly 
stiped black. The pattern on the cheeks is 
diagnostic. The bills fairly heavy, shaped like 
a vagger, but visibly larger in westem birds 
(b). Forages on the ground, but sings mostly 
irom a tree. The call is 
veriable and includes imita- 
tions of other birds and even 
mammals. 

(Savotalewerik) 
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Southern Thick-billed Lark 
A stoutly uit lark. The bill is large and heavy 
wilh a yellow base, The underparts are boldly 
marked and the tail is short, The crest is 
raised while the bird is singing or when 
alarmed. Prefers open areas such as Ff 
grassiand, Karoo, low fynbos or agricultural 
lands. Is often seen on the grassy verges of 
roads. The attractive call is 
uutered from a perch or during <=> 
the display flight. \ Ly 
(Suidelike dikbeklewerik) sd 
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Red-capped Lark 
A pipitike lark. The red crown and the red 
shoulder patches make it easy to identify. 
The underparts are off-white without any 
markings, It calls mostly from the ground, 
but also during the twisting cisplay flight. 
The call is a jumbled trilling, often [fj 
‘spersed with imitated calls of other 
birds. Flocks occur in open 
areas with short or no grass. 
(Rooikoplewerik) 
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Spike-heeled Lark 

This medium-sized lark has a fairly long 
but is distinguished from the simiar Loni 
billed Lark by the rufous underparts and 
short tail with a white tip, It normally assur 
avery erect posture. Variable in colour (a and, 
b): the palest forms occur in the arid west, 
Usually in pairs or small groups, Forages on 
the ground and only flies 


when disturbed. The call is a 
‘musical trill. 
(Viaktelewerik) 
~~ 506 
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Chestnut-hacked Finch-lark 
The chestnut back of both sexes is diag- 
nostic. The whole crown of the male is black. 
(The Grey-backed Finch-ark male is more 
greyish with a white hinderown.) The female 
is darker than the Grey-backed Finchark 
female with a pale collar on the hindneck, 
Large flocks form in the non-breeding 
season. Prefers bare open 


areas where it forages on the | 
ground. Flies low and lands | 
suddenly. 7 
(Rooiruglewerk) ~~" 515 
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] Grey-backed Finch-lark 

Both male and female have grey upperparts. 
The male has a white patch on the crown. 
(The Chestnut-backed Finch-lark male's 
crown is black and its back is more reddish 
brown.) The female is lighter than that of the 
previous species. Although the two finchlarks: 
have similar habits and are often found in 
] Much the same habitat, the 


Grey-backed Finch-lark pre- 
| fers drier areas, 
(Grysrugiewerik) 2 


Long-billed Lark 

‘A ange lark with white or buff underparts, a 
Jong bill and a fairly long tail. The colour of this 
species varies alot (a and b), the palest birds 
with the shortest bill occurring in the north- 


west and the darkest with the longest bill in [7 


the south-east. It could be confused with the 
Spike-heeled Lark. Has a typical crouched 
posture when searching for 


food with its bill Males call < 
speeeee0" during the vertical 

display flight. 

(LangbeKlewerk) 
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Grassveld Pipit 

The pipits are among the most difficult birds 
to identify in the field, but the Grassveld Pipit 
is the most widespread and common. Its 
head and back have generally more stripes, 
the breast more distinct spots and the belly 
more white than in similar pipits. The base of 
the bill is yellow and the outer tail feathers 
while. It prefers grassland or 


glassy areas in savanna, 
Wags its tail after running a 
short distance. 

(Gewone Koester) 
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Long-billed Pipit 

Similar to the Grassveld Pipit, but is more 
grey-brown (less striped) above. The 
underparts are more dull-brown and the outer 
jail feathers are butt (not white), Ine 
moustachial stripes are usually more cistinct. 
The base of the bill is pink. Prefers hilly areas 
‘where it is found in grassy and shrubby pat- 
ches between rocks, Does 


not wag its tail as the 7} 
Grassveld Pipit does. 
(Nicholsonse Koester) 
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Orange-throated Longclaw 
The orange throat bordered with black 
the orange-yellow underparts distinguish this 
bird, The patch on the female's throat is pal 
and the breastband thinner. The immatu 
has an ochre-butf throat and an incom 
gorget. The tail has a white tip. The typic 
call is a callike “meew". This ground-ivi 
longclaw prefers short grass- 

lands, often in the vicinity of ve 
vieis. Sometimes perches on if 
‘alow shrub or mound. 
(Oranjekeelkalkoentjie) 
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] African Pied Wagt: 


|| although it also occurs in gardens, especially 


Simiar to the Cape Waglail in body shape 


eyebrow are white; on the breast is a black 
band. The immature is brown and white, 
Prefers the shores of rivers and dams, 


in the north. The habits of this 
tame and trusting bird are 
very similar to those of the 
Cape Wagiail 

(Afrikaanse bontkwikkie) 
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Cape Wagtail 

A well-known garden bird, Its head and 
upperparts are grey, the throat is white with a 
grey breastband across the grey-white 
underparts. It lacks the white wingbar of the 
African Pied Wagtail. The white outer tall 
feathers are shown in fight. The call is a 
whistiing "twee", It also frequents the shores 
of streams, ponds and dams. 


It has @ characteristic way of 
walking about briskly and 
wagging its tail from time to 
time. (Gewone kwikkie) 
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Yellow-throated Longclaw 
In contrast with the Orange-throated Long- 
claw, ft has completely yellow (not orange- 
yellow) eyebrow and underparts except for 
the black gorget. The brown upperparts distin- 
quish tt from the Bokmakierie (a shrike with a 
grey-green back), The immature has an 
incomplete gorget. Prefers moist areas with 
rank grass and vials, Although 
it also forages on the ground, 
it perches on trees or bushes 
when disturbed 
(Geelkeelkalkoentie) 
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African Yellow-bellied Bulbul 
wlbul's bright yellow underparts and 
dark red eyes with white eyelids are 
characteristic, The upperparts are dull 
greenish, (The Sombre Bulbul is olive-green 
wil characteristic white eyes.) Noisy while 
foraging for food low in bushes or on the 
ground. Frequents coastal and riverine bush, 
as well as well-vegetated 
rocky hill, More numerous in 
moister areas. 


(Goelborswilie) 
ALE 
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Sombre Bulbul 


Anondescript, olive-green bird characterized 
by ts white eyes, (The African Yellow-bellied 
Buloul has dark red eyes.) Not often seen, 
‘Dur the call is a familiar sound in the forest 
and bush of the east and south coast. The 
usual call is a penetrating ‘willie’, The 
‘erriorial call is described as “Willie, come- 
and-have-a-fight, scaaared’ 
Keeps to the cover of the tree 
canopy where it is well 
camouflaged. 

(Gewone willie) 
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Cape Bulbul 
The Capo Bulbul is the darkest of three ver 
similar species of oulbul whose areas 
distribution overlap only slightly. All thre 
have yellow feathers under the tall, a dark 
crested head and a darker tail. The Cap 
Bulbu’'s white eye-ring is diagnostic. (Thos 
of the other two species on this page 
either black or red.) It occurs 

in fynbos, but also enters <— 
stands of exotic trees and \ | 
gardens. 
(Keapse tiptol) 


em lle 
| Aca 


African Red-eyed Bulbul 
The ted eye-sing of this bulbul is diagnostic, 
{ts white belly contrasts with the darker breast 
and head (more so than in the Black-e| 
Bulbul). The immature is duller and has @ 
pink eye-ing. This is a bulbul of the ati 

Western parts of the region, but it is neart 
9 aways found in the vicinity of water, Like th 
other oulbuls it feeds on fruit, 


nectar and insects. lis habits 4 
are similar to those of the next 3 
spacies. : 


(Airikaanse rocioogtipto)) 
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Black-eyed Bulbul 
In contrast with the previous two bulbuls, this 
species has a black eye-ring, It occurs in the 
moister eastern half of the region. The liquid 
call is often heard in gardens and woodland. 
A conspicuous, restless bird, often perching 
‘on the top of a tree to sing. Forages mostly in 
trees, but also on the ground and even 
catches insects in fight. Is 
usually the first bird to sound < 
the alarm for a snake or owi. 
(Swartoogtiptal) 
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Southern Pied Babbler 

Woite all over except for the black wings, 
teil and bill. The eyes are yellow to orange 
The immature resembles the immature 
Avow-marked Babbler. Flocks are 
picuous: the call is similar to that of 
the next species. This babbler occurs in the 
drier Savanna. It forages mostly on the 
ground, hopping around or 
searching like @ thrush in 
leat litter for insects. 
(Witkatlagter) 


Arrow-marked Babbler 

Tre white arrow-lke streaks on the under- 
aits are diagnostic, The eye is a conspi- 
is orange. (The Black-faced Babbler has 
ylow eyes and the Hartiaub's Babbler has a 
white rump.) The immature lacks the streaks 
on the underparts and has brown eyes. The 
call of this noisy bird is similar to that of the 
Red-billed Wood-hoopoe, but 

is not as harsh, Flocks usually \- 

forage in the lower canogy of 

trees, in bushes and on the 


ground, (Pylekkattagier) == \—~“gagg | 
J x 4 
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Grassbird 


Simitar to but larger than the cisticolas. The 
tulous colour, mottled back and streaked 
underparts distinguish it from the rare 
localized Moustached Warbler. The sexes 
are alike. Frequents areas of tall grass, 
bracken fern or other rank vegetation. 
Ofien perches prominently while singing or 
Sunbathing. Usually singly 
or sometimes in pairs. 
(Grasvoél) 
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Olive Thrush 
It is distinguished from the similan 
Kurrichane Thrush by the yellow bill and 
the speckled throat. Dull-coloured birds} 
oceur mostly on the highveld (a), while 
those with orange underparts are more) 
widely distributed (b). Prefers moi 
habitats, from forests to riverine bush and) 
gardens. Forages by 
Scratching in leat litter on the =< 
ground. Tame in gardens, \»{ 
but otherwise shy. 


(Olytiyster) 5 
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Kurrichane Thrush 
Similar to the Olive Thrush, but distinguished; 
by its bright orange-red bil and the white 
throat with distinct black stripes. The belly 
white. (The Olive Thrush has a yellow bill and 
fine speckles on the throat) Found in a 
variety of wooded habitats. Often enter 
gardens where it becomes tame and trusting) 
Forages on the ground. 
Leans forward when running, 
but stands erect 

(Rovibeklyster) 
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Groundscraper Thrush 
The upperparts are brown-grey and the white) 
underparts are marked with black spots ar 
hlotches. (The rare Spotted Thrush inhabits] 
forests and has white spots on the wing)} 
Frequents bare areas within its wooded 
habitat. A bold but wary bird which star 
very upright. Habitually flicks one wing at 
time. Gathers in loose flocks 

when not breeding. The call is ] 
“itsitsirupa’, the same as the 
scientific and Tswana names. 
(Gevlekte lyster) ‘sa 
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Cape Rock Thrush 
‘Te different species of rock thrush are very 
silat. Only the head of the male Cape Rock 
Thrush is grey. (The other species’ 
operparts are also grey.) The female is more 
richly coloured than those of the other | 
species. Found in rocky areas like mountain 
slopes and gorges, even coming into 
suourbs. Often perches on 
rocks, but is easily over- vr Je 
Jooked. Nests mostly on the 

ground. 
(Xaapse Kliplyster) 581 
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Sentinel Rock Thrush 
The head, breast and upperparts of the male 
‘ie grey. The female's head, breast and back 
are brown, mottled with white. (The female 
Cape Rock Thrush has a plain brown breast.) 
Favours open hilly grassland with rocky out- 
crops and ridges. May enter human set- 
tlements if the habital is suitable. Forages on 
the ground by scutting and 
hooping around very actively. 
tien perches on rocks to 
survey the surroundings. 
(Langtoonkliplyster) 
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Short-toed Rock Thrush 
Resembles the Sentinel Rock Thrush, but the 
Gistnbutions do not overlap. The male's 
‘Clown is whitish; the rest of the head and the 
Upperparts are grey. The female has a white 
throat mottled with brown, but whiter than that 
! other female rock thrushes. Frequents 
rocky hills covered with bushes or small 
trees. Although it is mostly 
Seen on the ground, it readily 
ies in trees. 
(Korttoonktiplyster) 


Sie? 


Natal Robin 
The orange underparts, including the face, 
distinguish this bird from other robins. The 
back is a characteristic metallic blue-grey. 
Inhabits dense vegetation like forests or 
riverine growth, but is also a well-known 
garden bird, Forages on the ground, It is. 
seldom seen except at dusk when it comes 
into the open. imitates a wide 
variety of sounds, from bird < 
calls to telephones and dogs. 
(Nataljanfrederik) 
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Heuglin’s Robin 

May be confused with the Cape Robin, but 
the completely orange underparts are 
characteristic. (The similar Natal Robin has 
neither a black cap nor white eyebrows. The: 
CChorister Robin lacks white eyebrows.) Like 
most of the colourful robins, this is a shy bird: 
keeping to dense vegetation. In Zimbabwe, 
however, it is found in some 


gardens. The call is “think-of- 

if, repeated several times. : 

(Heugiinse jantrederik) p 
#O |p w 


Cape Robin 

‘Anumber of colourful robins have black caps: 
and white eyebrows. The Cape Robin is 
distinguished by its grey belly and orange: 
breast. (The underparts of the similar 
Heuglin’s Robin are completely orange.) 
Inhabits dense vegetation like forest edges, 
riverine thickets and gardens. A secrelive 
bird, but is more often seen at 
dusk when it forages in the ¢ 
open. Sometimes calls from ( 

an exposed perch. 

(Gewone janfrederik) 601 
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African White-throated Robin 
Similar to the Cape Robin, but the white 
thvoat, breast and wingbars are clearly 
veible. The flanks and feathers under the tail 
orange. This robin is found in dry 
shveld, but usually Keeps to dense thickets 
and riverine bush. Seldom seen, Like atner 
robins it forages on the ground, hopping 
around actively. Sings well 
and imitates the calls of other 
birds, 

(Airkaanse witkeeliantrederk) 
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Fatubiar Chat F 
brown nondescnpt chat which is difficult to. | 
wont when perched. In fight the rufous 
rump and outer tail feathers are diagnostic. | 
(The similar Sickle-winged Chat has lighter 
underpans, is more robustly buitt and has a | 
rufous rump only. Found masily in Karoo and 
montane grassland areas.) Perches 
snspicuously and often flicks 
i's wings in a characteristic 
manner. A tame bird 
(Gewone soekvreter) 


Tractrac Chat 

Shows a similar behavior to the previous spa- 
les, but is much paler, especially birds from 
the Namib. The rump and the outer tail 
feathers are white (The Karoo Chat is 
similar, but is larger and more slenderly built 
and usually has @ grey rump.) Perches 
conspicuously on bushes and rocks in open 
scrub, but runs around on the 

giound while foraging. Flicks 

i's wings similarly to the 

Familiar Chat 

(\Woestynspekureter) 
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White-browed Robin 

This brownish robin is distinguished by the 
bold white pattern on the wing and the 
streaked breast. The darker tail has a white 
tip which is seen in flight. (The Kalahari Robin 
has no streaks on the breast,) Found widely 
in wooded areas, but is secretive and thus 
not often seen. Keeps to bushes and other 
small thickets. Sings from 
within this cover. Often holds 
its tail upright ike a prinia. 
(Gestreepte wipstert) 
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Karoo Robin 

The various brownish robins with white 
eyebrows are very similar, bul this is the 
drabbest of thom all. It usually inhabits 
Karoo veld. It moves, however, into 
agjacent habitats in times of drought and 
might then be found with the Kalahari 
Robin, which is lighter with an orange tail. 
A conspicuous bird which 


often calls and scolds from ae 
the top of a bush, {i 
(Slangverklikker) z 
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Kalahari Robin 

Similar to the Karoo Robin. The pale sandy 
colour and the tail which is rufous, edged first 
with a black band and ending in a white tip 
(seen when the tall is spread) are 
characteristic, Inhabits thomveld and scrub, 
especially in areas with bare ground. 
Forages on the ground, but calls perched on: 
top of or from the cover of a 


bush. Like most other robins it ay 
also ficks its tai Ww: 

: Weer 2 
(Kalahariwipstert) an 
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(Vountain Chat 

Goth sexes have white rumps and outer tall 
feathers which are conspicuous in flight, The 
mele is elther grey (a) or biack (b), with 
characteristic white shoulder patches. A black 
male usually has a grey crown. Females are 
black or dark brown, Found in rocky 
sslands with termite mounds and on 
jountain slopes. It also 


adapts to urban areas, An Ye 
eotive bird which flies from 2 
rock to rock while foraging. yy 


(Sergwagter) 586 
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Capped Wheatear [ 
A characteristically coloured ground-living 
bid. The immature is browner and lacks the 
black breastband. (The Buft-streaked Chat 
has white shoulders and a black throat.) 
Favours open country, where it is often seen 
perched on rocks or termite mounds in a very 
upright fashion, Forages actively, often 
icking its wings and jerking 
jail. Imitates various 
sounds. Nests in the burrows 
of rodents. 
(Hoéveldskaapwagter) 
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Southern Ant-eating Chat 

nis dark brown chat appears black from a 
‘stance, has a characteristic upright posture 
and a short tail, The male has a white 
shoulder pate, but this Is not always visible, 

‘white wingtips are conspicuous in the 
llutiering flight. Ground-living, but is often 
seen perched on termite mounds, rocks, 
bushes or fences along the 


‘oad. Excavates a nest in a ey 

and bank or in the roof of an j 
aardvark hole. B/ 
(Suidelike swartpiek) 
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Mocking Chat 
The male's colour patter is characteristic: 
black with an orange-brown belly and white 
wingbars. The female is slaty black, except 
for the red-brown belly and thus less easy to 
identify, Occurs in a variety of rocky but well: 
wooded habitats. The male js fairly 
conspicuous, perching on boulders or in 
trees. Imitates the calls of 
other birds. Usually breeds in 
the nest of the Lesser Striped 
Swallow. 

(Dassievod!) 
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Cape Rockjumper 
The male is unmistakable. The female is simi- 
Jar, but much paler undemeath and lacks the 
biack throat and cheeks. (Could be confused 
with the Orange-breasted Rockumper which 
is much paler undemeath and occurs above 
1000 m in the Drakensberg and Eastem 
Cape; their distributions however do not 
overlap.) Occurs in pairs or : 
small flocks. inhabits rocky ¢ 

mountain slopes where it 
perches conspicuously. 

(Kaapse berglyster) 


Common Stonechat 

A small robust chat. The male is easy 10 
identify: the breast is reddish-brown, the head 
and throat are black and there are white 
patches on the sides of the neck. The female 
has a pale brown head and upperparts, while 
the underparts are cinnamon. Both sexes 
have white rumps and wing patches which 
are conspicuous in flight 

Inhabits open grassland, in 

the vicinity of water. Perches 
conspicuously. 

(Gewone bontrokkie) 596 


pririt Batis 
Balises are small, attractively coloured fly- 
catchers. The male Pririt Batis is very similar 
Chinspot Batis male, but their 
distribution areas do not overlap. The female 
ig yellow-brown on the throat and breast, 
(The Cape and Chinspot Batis females nave 
brown breastbands.) Batises are lively birds, 
leaning insects from foliage. 
The Print Batis often occurs in 
the trees along rivers, 
(Priritbasbontrokkie) 


Chinspot Batis 
The male Chinspot Batis is very similar to the 
Prisit Batis male, but occurs more to the east. 
The female has a brown breastband and a 
characteristic small brown spot on the throat. 
Inhabits bushveld, woodland and riverine 
thickets. (The more richly coloured Cape 
Batis is a forest bird.) Similar to other batises 
in. habits. Displays actively 
above trees and other open 
soaces. 

(Wiiesbosbontrakkie) 
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Cape Batis 

The male is distinguished from other batis 

males by its broad black breastband, the 

rufous flanks and wingbar and the absence of 
white eyebrow. The female ‘s similar, but 

Sa chestnut breastband, short white 

brows and a rufous throat. Occurs mainly 

in forests and plantations, although it may 

forage more widely in 

urrounding areas in winter. A 

tame bird, 
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Black Cuckoo-shrike 
The male differs trom other similar blackish 
birds in that it has an orange gape and a 
rounded tail, A yellow shoulder patch may ba: 
present or absent. The variegated female is: 
yellowish with lighter barred underparts (as 
shown) and appears more cuckoo-like. An 
unobtrusive bird which perches quietly in the 
canopy of woodland trees. 

Often joins other birds while 


foraging. 
(Swartkatakoeroe) 
538 
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Fork-tailed Drongo 

The deeply forked tail and red eyes of this 
black bird are diagnostic, Well known and 
widely distributed; found wherever there are 
trees, but is most common in bushveld. (The 
smaller Square-tailed Drongo has a slightly 
Notched tail and inhabits forests. The 
Southern Black Flycatcher's tail is more 
square.) Perches prominently 
on a vantage point. Catches 
insects in swift flight or on the 
ground. Noisy. 

(Mikstertbyvanger) sat 
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Eastern Black-headed Oriole 
A striking yellow bird with a black head and 
upper breast, and a characteristic red bill. 
The immature is duller in colour, the head 
streaked with yellow. The call, which is often 
heard, is loud and liquid, It forages mostly in 
the canopy of larger trees and is frequently 
seen flying from one tree to the next. A 
conspicuous and attractive 

garden bird. ‘ 
(Oostelke swartkopwielewaal) 


Southern Black Flycatcher 
Distinguished from similar black birds by the 
square tail (only slightly notched) and the 
siicight tail feathers, Its eyes are dark, not red 
like the Fork-tailed Drongo’s. Inhabits a 
varety of wooded areas, including gardens. 
The habits are typical of a flycatcher. 
Sometimes behaves like the Fork-tailed 
Diongo, but is a quiet bird 

Returns to its perch after © 

iching prey on the ground. k 
(Suidelike swartviieévanger) 
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Fiscal Flycatcher 

This pied flycatcher is distinguished from the 
similar Common Fiscal Shrike by its more 
nder bill, the white wingbar which is lower 
down on the wing and the white rectangles in 
more rounded tail (seen in fight), The 
male is blackish brown where the male is 
bl Perches on top of a bush or tree from 
were it flies down to catch 


insects on the ground, Usually <<} > 
solitary of in pairs. 4 


(Fiskaalvieévanger) 
698 
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Fairy Flycatcher 
4 very small, slender and attractive fly- 
catcher. The black stripe through the eye, 
bordered with white, and the white wingbar 
end outer tall feathers are conspicuous. The 
immature is browner than the adult. Warbler- 
\ice in habits: forages within bushes or in the 
canopies of treas where it gleans insects off 
branches. Often bobs and 
's the tail, especially when <7" 
reeding. \ 

(Feevieévanger)  Z 
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Dusky Flycatcher 
Similar to the Spotted Flycatcher, but smaller 
and darker The crown and breast a 

indistinctly streaked, The white eye-ring is not 
always visible. The upperparts are grey 

than those of the Spotted Flycatcher, while 
the latter's crown is streaked. Keeps to tall 
trees in forest, dense woodland, plantations 


and even gardens. Perches 
on a low branch. Catches <— 
insects in flight or on the 


ground. A quiet bird, 
(Donkervicévanger) 
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Spotted Flycatcher 
Difiers from other similar flycatchers by its 
streaked underparts and crown. (The 

Flycatcher is smaller and darker, especially 
on the back) Found in summer wherever 
there are trees. A quiet bird which most 
frequently perches on a low branch of a tree, 
From here it hawks insects in flight or on the 
ground, often returning to the 


same perch. Sits with ts head 
drawn into the shoulders. y 


(Europese vieévanger) 
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Marico Flycatcher 
The pure white underparts, contrasting with 
the brown upperparts, are diagnostic. (The 
Pallid Flycatcher has light yellow-brown 
underpar's.) Similar to the Pallid Flycatcher in 
habits, but is confined to thomveld areas. 
Found in groups of three to five. Perches on 
the auter branch of a tree from where it fies 
to the ground to forage. Holds 
the tail up while hopping 


around. 
(Maricovlieévanger) 


Chat Flycatcher 
A large, brown chat-like flycatcher with 
lignter underparts. Best distinguished from 
similar flycatchers by its distribution 
and habitat. Often seen perched on 
bushes, shrubs or even telephone wires in 
faily open country. From there it drops | 


heavily onto prey on the ground. lis 
movements are more ne 
sluggish than those of other Je 


iycatchers. 
(Grootvlievanger) 
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African Paradise Flycatcher 
The orange-brown upperparts and tail make 
this blue-grey bird highly conspicuous. The 
dark blue head is crested, The male has very 
Jong central tail feathers (not only in the 
breeding season). Inhabits dense vegetation, 
preferably areas with large trees or well- 
wooded gardens. Here it would be easily 
overlooked, were it not for its 
continuous activity and 
calling. The flight is fast and 
rocketlike. (Afrikaanse 
paradysvlieévanger) 
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Red-billed Oxpecker 
Their habit of clinging to game in search of 
parasites such as ticks makes oxpeckers 
nmistakable. The more common Rec-billed 
Oxpecker has a red Lill and conspicuous 
yellow eye wattles. (The rare Yellow-billed 
Oxpecker has a red tip to the yellow bill and 

pale rump.) The call of both species is a 
sharp hiss. The use of 
vesticides to kill ticks has 
aduced their numbers 


vamatically 
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European Starling 
This glossy green starling looks blackish at a 
distance. Is distinguished by its yellow bill ang 
white spots on the plumage. It is less glossy 
and more spotted when not breeding. Cecil 
John Rhodes introduced the first European 
Starlings to Cape Town in 1898. Since then 
they have spread, but are always found in 
association with humans, 
Bold, yet wary of people 
Forages on the ground. 
(Europese spreeu) 
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Indian Myna 

The orange-yellow legs, bill and bare area 
around the eyes are diagnostic. The whit tall 
lip and large white wing patches are 
conspicuous in flight. This staring was 
introduced to Durban towards the end of the 
previous century and has spread from there. 
It is aggressive and competes with 
indigenous birds, but is 

fortunately confined to human <- sae, 
settlements, Forages on the $) 
ground. y 
(Indiese spreeu) "758 
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Wattled Starling 
A generally pale bird with black tips to the 
wings and a pale rump (seen in flight). The 
| breeding male has a characteristic black and 
yellow head with black watties on the nead 
and throat. The non-breeding male resem- 
bles the female, Although widely dstrbuted, 
itis more common in arid areas. A nomadic 
bird: flocks arrive in areas with 


good food supply, but leave 
again soon. The nest is buitt 
with thin branches and twigs. 2 


(Lelspreeu) 
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Red-winged Starling 

‘A arge alossy-black starling with dark eyes. 
The rufous winatips are characteristic and 
conspicuous in flight, (The Pale-winged 
Siariing has orange eyes.) The female has af 
gioy head, but the immature is similar to the | 
ma. This well-known staring frequents cliffs 
cere their nests are built. In urban areas it 
«ds on buildings. The pairs 

mate for life, but young and 

unmated birds gather in 

flocks. 

(Fooivlerksprecu) 769 
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Pale-winged Starling 

Similar to the Red-winged Starling, but the 
Winatips are cream-white and the eyes are 
‘orange. (The Red-wingad Starling has rufous 
wingtips and dark eyes.) The distribution of 
{his western species overlans slightly with the 
(nore eastem Red-winged Starling. The 
hhabits of the two species are very similar, but 
tne call of the Pale-winged 
Starling is less melodious. 
Both forage in trees and on 
the ground 
(Bigekvlerksprecu) 
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African Pied Starling 
A |arge, dark brown starling with a white 
ower belly and undertail coverts. The pale 
eyas and orange gape are conspicuous. 
The immature has dark eyes and a while 
gape, Flocks are a common sight along 
roads and on farms in grassland areas 
Forages mostly on the ground. Flocks 
\eep together in trees or 
eeds. Several helpers aid in 
earing the young. 
Sfrikeanse witgatspreeu) 
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Glossy Starling 

This is the most widespread of the glossy 
blue-green starlings with orange eyes. (The 
Greater Blue-eared Starling has a royal blue 
belly and dark blue ear patches.) It is found 
around trees in a variety ot habitats, except in 
the eastem forests where itis replaced by the 
darker Black-bellied Starling. Forages in 
trees or on the ground, often 
visiting bird tables. it remains 
shy and wary. 
(Kieinglansspreeu) 


sb 
Ed 


a 


Greater Blue-eared Starling 
The different species of glossy blue-green 
staring are best distinguished in good light, 
The Greater Blue-cared Starling has the 
Most lustrous colour of them all. As the name 
indicates, the sides of the head are dark. The 
belly and flanks are royal blue. (The Lesser 
Blue-eared Starling has smaller ear patches _ 
and is confined to the miombo 
habitat.) Often more trusting 
‘than the Glossy Staring. 
(Groatblouoorglansspreeu) 
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Black-bellied Starling 
Very similar to the other glossy-blue stariings, 
but the plumage is duller and the eyes 
orange-yellow. The belly and flanks are 
black, Prefers 2 denser habitat than the two 
previous species. It inhabits the canopy of 
forest, coastal bush and dense riverine 
woodland where the exact colour is hard to 
distinguish. Forms pairs when 
breeding. Otherwise occurs in 
nomacic flocks. Very vocal, 
(Sweripensglanssprecu) 
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Burchell’s Starling 
Distinguished from other glossy-blue 
caarlings by its large size, dark eyes and the 


\g broad tal with a rounded tio. (The similar 


Meve's Long-ailed Starling has a limited 
dstribution and a very long tail which 


becomes thinner towards the tip.) Usually | 


aione, in pairs or in small groups. A 
conspicuous bird which often 


forages on the ground, 


perches on tree tops, but © Sr, 
oe 


pecially in short grass. 
jotglansspreeu) 
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Meve’s Long-tailed Starling 

‘The dark eye distinguishes it from all glossy- 
blue statlings except the slightly larger 
Burchell’s Starling. The tail is very long 
(onger than that of Burchell’ Starling) and 
pointed, not round at the tip. It has a limited 
northerly distribution where it inhabits 
rmopane and other woodland. 
ometimes gather to form 
large flocks. Forages on the 
ground, but flies strongly. 
(\Mevese langsteriglansspreeu) 
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Plum-coloured Starling 

The male is unmistakable. The female may 
be distinguished from other similar birds, 
like the Groundscraper Thrush, by its 
yellow gape and eyes. The immature 
tesembles the female, but has darker 
eyes. Non-breeding birds often congregate 
\" flocks of the same sex. This fruit-eating 
starling is usually seen in 
‘res. It breeds in holes in 


eS or even in pipes. 
Witborsspreeu) 
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Southern Grey Tit 
The different groy tits look very similar with 
their black heads and white band under the 
eye. The brownish appearance, especially 
the brown back, of the Southem Grey Tit is 
diagnostic. (The similar Northem Grey Tit 
‘accurs in Zimbabwe.) It frequents the shrubs: 
of its Karoo habitat. Similar in habits to the 
next species. The Afrikaans 
name is an imitation of the 
call. 

(Piel-tjou-fjou-grysmees) 
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Ashy Tit 
Very similar to the Southem Groy Tit with a 
black head and throat and a white band 
under the eye, but is more greyish (not 
brown). The immature is duller than the adult, 
This is a tree-living species, preferring dry 
thornveld areas and Kalahari scrub. A 
restless bird which continuously hops from. 
one branch to the next. Often 
hangs upside down while 
feeding. Acacia seed pods 
are torn open in search of 
insects.  (Acaciagrysmees) 
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Southern Black Tit 
Assmall black bird with white markings on the 
wings and under the tail. The belly is more 
grey, and the tip of the tail also snows white. 
‘The female is slightly greyer than the male. A. 
noisy woodland species, chattenng conti- 
nuously to kegp the small flock together. 
Sometimes joins ather bird species when 
foraging. Feeds mostly on 
caterpillars which are often 
extracted from Combretum 
pods held down with the feet. 
(Gewone swartmees) 


Group 11c: Insectivores with tiny bills 


t only their bills, but these birds themselves are tiny. This often makes it difficult to 
certain the shape of their bills. Just like those of the other insectivores, their bills have 
ntly decurved upper jaws. 

The penduline tits are very small, with more pointed bills. They are active, gregarious 
birds. The conspicuous oval nest is built of felted plant and animal fibres. Below the true 
entrance, which closes, is a false entrance to mislead predators. 

White-eyes are well-known garden birds, characterized by thelr yellowish colour and 
white eye-rings, They not only feed on insects, but also eat sofl fruit and drink nectar. 

e warblers and related apalises, crombecs, eremomelas, cisticolas and prinias 
= often difficult to identify as many of them lack striking colour patterns. Their habits, 
bitats and calls should therefore also be noted for positive identification. Most are fairly 
shy, foraging for insects under the cover of vegetation. 


Cape Penduline Tit 

ne forehead of this very small bird is black 
h small white spots. A black line runs 
igh the eye and the undemarts are 
aw. Small groups forage restlessly for 
ects among the branches of trees and 
bushes, (The Grey Penduline Tit has an 
slerly distribution. It is buffy below, light 
‘on the breast, white on 

face and throat and lacks a 


Cape Penduline Tits fore- as 
pattern.) of 
Kaapse kapokvoel) ‘567 


Cape White-eye 
A very small greenish-yellow bird with a con- 
spicuous white eye-ring. The back is grey- 
yreen, while the colour of the underparts 
8 according to the different paris of its 
Jistribution (a and b), (The Yellow White-eye 
S more greenish with a yellow belly and 
‘curs in the north-east.) Groups actively 
>1age for insects in trees and 
eS. Also feeds on nectar < 
piercing the base of a 
lower, 

\aapse glasogie) 
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Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler 
The chesinut-brown feathers under the tail 
are the best field characteristic, The eyes are 
white, and the throat and breast boldly 
streaked (more than those of Layard's Tit- 
babbler, which is white under the tail). The 
Afrikaans name irritates its call “cherik-tktk’, 
which is often heard. A tame and restless 
bird, but it usually remains 
hidden in the canopy of a tree, 
gleaning insects off branches. 
(Bosvelatjerktik) 
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Bar-throated Apalis 

The amount of yellow on the belly and green 
on the back varies between birds from 
different parts of the distribution area. The 
pale eye and the black band across the 
breast (less pronounced in the fernale) are 
distinctive. The white outer tail feathers can 
be seen in flight. (Rudd's Apalis has a dark 
eye and no white outer tail 

feathers.) Although quite <—-v 


9 a 
tame, it keeps to the cover of \ | ay} 
vegetation. eg 


(Bandkeelkleinjantje) 645 
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Yellow-breasted Apalis 

The black band below the characteristic 
yellow breast may be absent or present. The 
throat and belly are white, while the amount 
of grey on the head varies between 
individuals, Forages actively for insects in the 
canopy of trees or in bushes in moist 
bushveld, riverine bush or other thickets, 
normally keeping to cover. 


Like the Bar-throated Apalis It cme 
is often seen in the company \ S 
648 


of other bird species, 
(Geelborskleinjantiie) 
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Yellow-bellied Eremomela 
The upperparts are olive-grey, the breast and 
throat pale grey, the belly yellow. Similar to 
the Cape Penduline Tit, but has a dark line 
through the eye. This very small bird is found 
in a wide vanety of habitats, from arid scrub 
to woodland. Single birds or pairs move 
actively through the foliage of smaller trees 
and bushes. Often joins other 
birds while foraging for small 
sects. A tame but unob- 
trusive bird, 
(Geelpensbossanger) 
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is very small bird could be mistaken for a 
rden Warbler, but has a clear white 
eyebrow and a slightly notched tail tip. The 
throat and breast are washed with yellow. 
he Icterine Warbler has pale yellow 
underparts and a larger bill.) This is the most 
common and widely distributed of the migrant 
warblers visiting southem 
Africa. It forages for small ro 
insects within the canopy of a \ 
ree or bush. ‘ 
Hofsanger) e 
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Green-backed Bleating Warbler 
The bleating alarm call identifies this small 
warbler. Its back is olive-yellow, the 
underparts greyish. (The Karoo Eremometa 
has white underparts. The Grey-backed 
Beating Warbler has a grey back and occurs 
further north.) Hops around the lower 
branches of thickets, the tail characteristically 
cocked, The male displays by 
jumping up and down on its © 
perch. 

(Groenkwé-kwévodl) 
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Great Reed Warbler 
This warbler is best identified by its large 
size (like a bulbul), and its harsh warbling 
song. It has a brown back and pale 
eyebrows. The song, difficult to describe, 
consists of a series of grating “kurk-kurk* 
and creaking “wee-tweet” sounds. Found 
not only among reeds, but also in thickets 
and even in gardens. It tlles 
low from cover to cover, ¢ 
spreading its tail in flight. 
(Grootrietsanger) 
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Cape Reed Warbler 
‘Once one is familiar with the song, a series of 
melodious warbling and bubbling sounds, 
this is one of the easiest warblers to identify 
The body is brown on the back with white 
underparis and a conspicuous white eye- 
brow. (Larger than the European and Aincan 
Marsh Warblers.) Always associated with 
beds of reeds and other 
similar vegetation. Although it 
is very inquisitive, it keeps to 
cover. 

(Kaapse rietsanger) 635 
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Atrican Sedge Warbler 

Its dark brown colour, spotied breast and 
throat, and broad, rounded tail are distinctive, 
This warbler is less often seen than other 
warblers, as it prefers the densest growth of 
reeds and rushes. Here it creeps about like a 
mouse, keeping just above the water level. Its 
distinctive call, however, is often heard: 
sounding like a stick drawn 

across the spokes of a bicycle < 

wheel fis 
(Kaapse vieisanger) ‘ 
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Fan-tailed Cisticola 

cislicolas are very small, similarly coloured 
ds, best identified by their habitat, call 
4 habits. This cisticola is very widely 
ibuted, The monotonous “zit zit zit zit’, 
en at one-second intervals, attracts 
ion to the displaying male while he 
s at a height of up to 15 m above 
assiand or fallow lands. 

The nest looks like a bottle 

of plant material. 

Landeryklopkloppie) 
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Rattling Cisticola 
This is the most conspicuous and common 
sticola in thornveld and dry woodland, 
ecially during summer when the male 
displays. It perches on the top of a tree while 
iaging its characteristic song, This starts with 
a ‘cheer cheer cheer’, followed by a series of 
ailing calls. The female is shy, keeping clo- 
ser to the ground. (The similar 
Tinkling Cisticola has a darker < 
spotted back and a rufous 


(Bosvelatinktinkie) 
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Le Vaillant’s Cisticola 

The red (not grey) tail distinguishes it from the 

smiar Black-backed Cisticola. Never found 

‘ar from water, this cisticola frequents vleis, 

marshy areas and moist grassland along 
reams and dams. It is conspicuous. 

hing on tall plants when disturbed and 
tiering the “dawee dzwee dzwee” alarm call. 

The song starts with one or 

nore soft “tsee” calls, <—r~ 

followed by a series of 

oudbing notes: 

(Viettinktinkie) 677 
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Neddicky 
This plain-coloured grey-brown cistivola is 
frequently seen in trees and bushes. 
Souther birds are more greyish (b). It wags 
its short tail sideways. (The Lazy Cisticola 
has a longer tail.) It occurs in open woodland 
with grass cover, or on mountain sides in the 
south. The song is a monotonous “teep teep” 
The distinctive alarm call 

sounds like a finger run <— 
across the teeth of acomp. \ (a 
(Neddikkie) Vw 


Ay 


gd ||l~F 
3 @ 

Long-billed Crombec 
Crombecs are very small birds with extre- 
mely short tals (they look tailess). The widely 
distributed Long-billed Crombec has a white 
eyebrow and a dark line through the eye, 
while the similar Red-faced Crombec is con- 
fined to Zimbabwe and Mozambique. Crom- 
becs are restloss birds, often joining other 
birds while searching the 


foliage of trees and bushes for ezaengh> 
insects. They usually start low Ly 
down and work their way up. ve 


(Bosveldstompstert) 
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Tawny-flanked Prinia 

Prinias are very small brown birds, the long 
tails often held cocked upwards. The 
Tawny-flanked Prinia is the common prinia 
in the moister eastern parts of southern 
Africa. The back is grey-brown and the 
underparts are white with tawny flanks. It 
‘occurs in a variety of habitats, frequenting 
the middle and lower strata 
of trees and bushes, Tame 
and trusting. 
(Bruinsyiangstertjie) ‘ 
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Black-chested Prinia 

The black breastband is conspicuous during 

the breeding season, but absent or indistinct 
winter, when the underparts are more 

yellow and contrast with the white throat, 

This S a widely distributed prinia in the 

thornveld of the dry west, often coming into 

ns. Like other prinias, it perches con- 

spicuously when disturbed, 

while uttering its sharp alarm 


cal 
(Swartbandiangsteriie) 
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Karoo Prinia 
Ihe yellowish underpants, spotted with dark 
markings, are diagnostic. The eyebrows, 
‘ace and throat are white. Found in arid 
bitat types. (The very similar Drakensberg 
ia prefers moister habitats. The 
Namaqua Prinia has white underparts with 
uious flanks and is found under thomtrees 
ajong rivers.) Usually keeps to 
cover, but perches conspi- 
vously when disturbed. 
\aroolangstertiie) 


Rufous-eared Warbler 

This priniatike warbler has a characteristic 
dlagk breastband and rufous ear patches. 
The ear patches of the male are brighter and 
he breastband bolder than in females. It 
ours the low scrub habitats of the arid 
westem areas. Forages on the ground with 
he tal cocked upwards. When alarmed it 
Uns or fles low towards the 
closest cover, The male sings 
from the top of a bush 
Hooioarsanger) 
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Group 12: Seedeaters 


Doves and the larger pigeons require no introduction. They swallow seeds whole, often 
feeding on larger seeds than other seedeaters. 

Most seedeaters (many of which are known as finches) are small birds with stout, conical 
bills. Sparrows, some well-known garden birds, are mostly brown in colour. Many male: 
weavers are predominantly yellow. The females and non-breeding males are duller and 
more difficult to identify. Their nests are intricately woven. Firefinches are very small, 
reddish seedeaters. They are similar to the waxbills, a group of very small but brightly 
coloured birds. The bishops and widows are closely related as shown by their similar 
females and non-breeding males. Male bishops are boldly coloured in black and red or 
yellow. Male widows are mostly black. Whydahs are characterized by their long tails, 
while the widowfinches are glossy black. Both are nesting parasites, Female and non- 
breeding male whydahs have striped heads. but not as boldly striped as those of the 
buntings. Many, but not all, canaries are yellow, 


African Green Pigeon 

A large green pigeon vaguely resembling a 
parrot, The leg feathers are yellow, the legs 
and the base of the bill are red, The heads 
and underparts of birds from different parts of 
the cistribution area differ from grey-green to 
yellow-green, Inhabits dense woodiand and 
riverine bush, up to the edge of evergreen 
forests. Forages in fruit- 


bearing trees: often feeds on < 
figs. Well camouflaged. 
(Papegaaiduit) 
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Namaqua Dove 
A small dove with a characteristically tong, 
pointed tail, The male has a black face and 
an orange-yellow bill with 2 ourple base. The 
immature is mottled. In flight the rufous fight 
feathers and bands across the back are 
conspicuous, but itis distinguished from the 
Green-spotted Dove by its long tail. Found in 
thornbush and grassland — 
even in arid areas. Forages 
‘on open patches. 

(Namakwaduifie) 
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Rameron Pigeon 
A large, dark, ourple-brown pigeon, spotted 
wih) white. The yellow bill and toes are 
characteristic. The head is grey, the bare 
facial ring yellow. (The Rock Pigeon is more 
maroor-brown and the bare facial skin is red 
The Feral Pigeon is mostly grey with a 
rreiallic green neck.) Shy. Frequents the 
canopy of forests and 

plantations, Sometimes < 


comes down to the ground. g 
(Geelbexbosduf) 350 
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Rock Pigeon 
Tne neck, back and wings are maroon: 
own, the wings spotted with white. The un- 
erparts and head are grey and there is a 

sracteristic bare red area around the 
ow eyes, (The Feral Pigean has a metallic 
en neck and the Rameron Pigeon a 
yelow bill and toes.) Found on aiffs, rocky 
s, in kloofs and on buil- 
gs, where they roost and 
ed. The male has a clap- 
ng display fight. Forages on 
emiands. (Kransduif) 349 
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ral Pigeon 
2 well-known gigeon found in cities and 
ns, Various colour variations exist (a and 

the most common being grey with metallic 
ween patches on the sides of the neck. 
troduced to southem inca from Europe for 

il and racing. Forages in huge flocks on 
eels and city squares. The male claps its 
vings during the courtship 
ight. Breeds on ledges of < 
‘buildings. \ 
Tuinduif) 


Red-eyed Dove 
The largest of the doves with a half-collar on 
the back of the neck. The underparts are 
more pink than those of other collared doves, 
The cap is grey. The eye and the bare eye- 
fing are deep red. The tail lacks any white 
feathers. The call sounds like “| am —_a Red- 
eyed Dove”. Found in well-developed bush- 
veld, riverine bush and 
gardens with large trees 
Forages on the ground. More 
wary than other doves. 
(Grootringduif) 
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African Mourning Dove 
The bare red ring around the yellow eyes, the 
grey head and the pale pink underparts are 
| characteristic. The tips of the outer tail 
feathers are white. (The Red-eyed Dove is 
larger and darker with red eyes. The Cape 
Turtle Dove has biack eyes.) Occurs in dry 
fiverine bush, rural villages and rest camps in 
game reserves. Tame. 

Forages on the ground. The <—~ae"y 
call is a soft “krrrow-rrrrr” y 


(Rooioogtorteldtuit) 


Bb 24 
Wi) he 


Cape Turtle Dove 
A pale grey turtle dove with black eyes. in 
flight the white outer tail feathers are visible. 
's often confused with the Red-eyed Dove, 
which is larger, has pinkish underparts and 
ted eyes. Widely distributed; occurs in 
woodland, bushveld, riverine bush and 
gardens, even in very arid regions. Forages 
on the ground, but roosts in 
trees, Tame and confiding in 
urban areas. The call is the 
well-known “Work harr-der’ 
(Gewone tortelduif) 
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Laughing Dove 
Tho reddish breast is characteristically 
speckled black. Similar to the turtle doves, 
but lacks the halt-collar on the back of the 
rreck. In fight the white outer tall feathers are 
visible. Widespread; found in open woodland 
and arid bushveld, but absent from very arid 
country where Cape Turtle Doves stil occur. 
Quickly establishes itself in 
gardens. Forages on the 
ground. The call sounds like 
iene laughing. 
Aoaiborsduitie) 
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Green-spotted Dove 
A smallish dove with green descent spots 
on the wings. The rufus wingtips and bands 
across the back are visible in fight, Occurs in 
ost types of bushveld. (The Blue-spotied 
Dove prefers denser vegetation, and has a 
\imited distribution. The tip ofits bill is yellow) 
The call is a series of melancholic “du du du 
iu" sounds, starling slowly 
wd then speeding up. 
Forages on the ground and 
has a very quick take-off or 
landing. (Groenvlekduitie) 
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Tambourine Dove 
The white face and underparts are 
agnostic. The female and the immature 
ave grey throats and breasts. The eyebrows. 

{ the male are conspicuous. The orange- 
‘crawn underwing is seen in flight. The call is 
similar to that of the Green-spotted Dove, but 
il ends abruptly. Found in dense vegetation 
like evergreen forests and 
Gense bushveld. Forages in 
open patches in woodiand or 
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White-browed Sparrow-weaver 

Identified by the broad white eyebrow, and the 
white rump and underparts. The north- 
‘eastem population has brown spots on the 
breast (b). (Sociable Weavers lack the white 
eyebrows and have black chevron marks on 
the flanks.) Very noisy. Inhabits thom and 
mopane veld. A number of birds build their 
nests in the same tree. Some 
of these nests are used for 
roosting at night. Forages on 
the ground in the vicinity of the 
nesting site. (Koringvoél) 
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Sociable Weaver | 
A pale sparrow-ike bird, The pale blue bill, 


} black facial mask and black chevron 


habitat is arid thomveld and semi-desert with 
quiver trees. Colonies breed in the well- 
known giant nests, which are built in trees or 

on telephone poles. On the underside of the 
nest are the chambers in 


which pairs roost and breed 2 
Noisy at the nest. G; 
‘800 


markings on the flanks are characteristic. The | 


(Versamelvoél) 
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Scaly-feathered Finch 

small sparrow-like bird which is identified by 
its pink bill and black moustachial stripes. The 
tail feathers and the feathers on the wings 
appear scaled as each feather has a white 
edge. The forehead is black and white. inha- 
bits arid scrub, thomveld and the vegetation 
along dry river courses. Forages on the 
ground, but flies to the nearest 


] cover when alarmed, Small ayy 
] groups roost in special nests ip 
‘or close together on a branch. 7 
| Tame. (Baarimannetie) 806 
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House Sparrow 
Common around human habitation. Its grey 
can and black bib on the breast identify the 
male (The similar Great Sparrow is a veld 
re) The female and the immature have 
pnksh bills and dul eyebrows. The grey 
rump distinguishes tt from other indigenous 
spetrows. Originates from Europe and India. 
Aways near humans 
Forages on the ground 
Becomes fairly tame, but 


rernains wary, 
(Hulsmossie) 
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Cape Sparrow 
The male has a black head and breast; the 
whte eyebrow forms a large °C” on the side 
of the head. The female is paler, the "C* on 
per grey head is not as bold, but 

stinguishes her from other sparrows, such 
2s Souther Grey-headed Sparrow. Found in 
aardens and in a variety of more and habi- 
‘ats, often near water. The 
ests are untidy balls of grass 
and other material. Special 
nests are built to roost in, 
(Gewone mossie) 
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Southern Grey-headed Sparrow 
The completely grey head and the short 
vite wingoar are characteristic. (The 
iemaies of other sparrows have pale or light 
yellow eyebrows or ather markings on the 
yrey head.) Forages on the ground on open | 4 
bare patehes in arid bush and thomveld. Is 
often seen around farmhouses. Usually in 
but pairs breed in holes 
in trees or walls and other 
Cavities. 

(Suidelike gryskopmossie) 
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Red-billed Buffalo Weaver 
Large, noisy black weavers with diagnostic 
‘orange-red bills and white wing patches, 
visible in fight. The female is browner with 
mottled underparts. The immature has a dai 
bill, Found in arid bushveld around large 
trees such as camelthorns and baobabs, 
Flocks feed on the ground, often in 
association with starlings. 
Roosts communally in the 
central chambers of the nests: 
large untidy structures built of 
thomy twigs. (Buffelwewer) 
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Red-headed Weaver 

The head, neck and back of the male in his 
breeding plumage are bright red; those of the 
female and non-breeding male are yellow. 
Both sexes have orange bills and white 
underparts. Inhabits various types of 
bushveld, usually near water. A quiet bird 
which is easily overlooked. The untidy nest is 
built of twigs and coarse plant 


material. thas along spout. 
(Rooikopwewer) \ fb 
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Red-billed Quelea 

Non-breeding males and females are dull 
birds with red legs and bills. The bill of the 
breeding female is yellow, The breeding male 
has a red bill and @ black facial mask which 
may be edged with red or yellow. Found in 
grassy country. Huge flocks fly in a well co- 
ordinated way. Breeds in colonies, usually in 
thom trees. May become an 


agricultural problem, especial- 

ly in wheat-producing areas. 
(Rooibekkwelea) 
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Thick-billed Weaver 
The large bill and white patches on the 
forehead are charactenstic. The male is dark 
brown. The white wing patches are visible in 
fiight. The female is lignt brown with boldly 
c 
¢ 
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sootted underparts. (The female Plum- jj 

joured Staring has @ thinner bill and a 
s\jeaked back) Breeds in reed beds. Fora- 
es in the canopy of forest, up 

30 km away from the nests ¢ 
and even in gardens. The 
est is neatly woven between 
reeds. (Dikbekwewer) 
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Spectacled Weaver 
no prominent biack eyestripe and pale 
ellow eyes distinguish it from all yellow 
weavers, The face is orange. The male has a 
ack throat and the female's is golden- 
allow. Found in riverine bush and other 
nickets up to the forest edge; also in 
gardens. Forages for insects among the 
iage of trees and shrubs. 
continuously, but is <— 
fiicult to see. The woven 
has a long entrance 
(Briwewer) 
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‘ape Weaver 
breeding male is distinguished from 
other yellow weavers by its yellow eyes and 
nge-brown face. The female and non- 
ing male have olwe-brown backs and 
uit underparts. The large size (this is our 
aigest weaver) and long pointed bill aid 
dentification. Usually in groups. Found in 
pen woodland and riverine 
gelation, reed beds and « 
even gardens usually near 
aler, Aggressive. 

Kaapse wewer) 
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Spotted-backed Weaver 

The breeding male has a spotted back, a 
black facial mask and a yellow forehead, 
(The black mask of the Southern and Lesser 
Masked Weavers extends onto the fore- 
head.) The northem population has a totally 
black head (b). The female and non-breeding 
male have white bellies and grey-brown 
backs. Found in bushveld and 

coastal areas near water. § 

Breeds in colonies, often in 
reeds or a large tree overhan- 
ging water. (Bontrugwewer) 
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Southern Masked Weaver 
Ihe breeding male is distinguished trom the 
male Spotted-backed Weaver by its uniformly 
coloured back and biack facial mask 
extending onto the forchead. (The Lesser 
Masked Weaver has pale eyes and a larger 
black facial mask.) Found commonly in 
vanous habitats usually near water. Breeds in 
colonies. A male has more 

than one female and destroys 

the nest if the female does not 

approve of it. 

(Swartkeelgeelvink) 14 
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Lesser Masked Weaver 

The breeding male's mask extends to behind 
the eye. The pale eye distinguishes it from 
the Spotted-backed and Southem Masked 
Weavers. The female is yellower than 
females of the other two black-faced weaver 
species. A bushveld bird, usually breeds in 
large trees near water. Forages in the canopy 
of trees, Usually breeds in 


small colonies, often with the 
previous two species, \ 
(Kleingeetvink) 


Black-cheeked Waxbill 

A deep rec-orown waxbill. The black cheeks 
‘and dark bill are characteristic. The crown, 
and back are greyer, the wings are 
barred black, The female resembles 
the male, but is paler on the breast and 
flanks. IS usually associated with arid 
bushveld, especially thomveld and riverine 
thickets in this habitat. Fora- 
gos (usually in small groups) 

on the ground near cover. \ 


la 


Roosts in nests. es 
(Swarwangsysie) ur 
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Violet-eared Waxbill 


A colourful waxbill with @ long tail, blue 
iorehead and rump, and characteristic violet 
ear patches in the male and pale blue ear 
patches in the female. The male's underparts 
are chestnut, its throat black. The female is 
paler with light brown underparts. Found in 
ard bushveld, especially thomveld with 
thickets and riverine bush. 
Forages on the ground, often 
near water-holes, Brood host 
of the Shaft-tailed Whydah. 
(Koningblousysie) 
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Blue Waxbill 
\dentified by the blue face, breast and 
‘lanks, The crown, back and wings are 
brown. The female is paler than the male 
The Immature is even paler than the 
‘emale with a dark bill, Found along rivers 
and in open thomveld with patches of 
grass, shrubs and bare areas. Small flocks 
forage on the ground, often 
nixing with other seed- 
eaters, When disturbed, it 
lies into the nearest tree. 


(Gewone blousysie) 
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Blue-billed Firefinch 

Very similar to Jameson's Firefinch which 
also has a blue bill, The upperparts and 
wings, however, are darker brown. It prefers 


the edges of 


forests, riverine bush and 


thickets. (Jameson's Firefich, with a pinkish 
back, inhabits open bushveld. The Red-billed 


Firefinch has a 


red bill.) The male has a dark 


belly. Forages on the ground 


or low in shrubs. Brood host of ¢ 


the Black Widow-finch. 
(Kaapse vuurvinkie) 
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Red-billed Firefinch 
The red bill distinguishes both sexes from the 


Blue-billed and 
have blue bills. 


Jameson's Firefinches which 
The female is brown. Its red 


rump distinguishes it from the Brown 
Firetinch which occurs in the Okavango. 
inhabits thickets with grass, especially on 


open patches i 


in thomveld where it forages. 


Like other firefinches it is 


easily overlooked, Brood host 
of the Steel-blue Widow-fineh, 
(Rooibekvuurvinkie) 
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Common Waxbill 

A pale grey-brown waxbill identified by its red 
bill and ted band through the eye, The central 
belly is pale red, the undertail is black. At 
close range the body Is barred dark. The 
immature lacks the red bill and eyestripe. 
Found in grass, reeds and other rank 
vegetation near water. Forages on the 
ground. Flocks roost in reed 

beds. Very active. Brood host 

of the Pin-tailed Whydah. 


(Roobeksysio) 
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Melba Finch 
Boll) sexes have characteristically oanded 
underparts and red bills. The male's face and 
oat are bright red, which is absent in the 
ale. (The Golden-backed Pyiilia, in 
babwe, has orange wings. Its underparts 
z/e not as boldly barred.) Found in grassy 
iches on the edge of riverine bush or other 


Quail Finch 
A very small waxbill which is more often 
id than seen. The call sounds like tiny 
s. Both sexes have red bills, white eye 
nngs and characteristically bared breasts 
and flanks, The male has a dark face and a 
black throatoand. Found in open, short 
grassland with bare patches, near marshes 
and pans or on Kalahan sand 
orages on the ground 
Flushes at the last moment 
when approached 
(Gewane kwartelvinkia) 
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Orange-breasted Waxbill 

The orange-yellow underparts are diagnostic 
of this waxbill. Both sexes have red bils and 
rumps. The flanks are finely barred. The male 
has red eyesinipes and an orange patch on 
(he breast, features which are absent in the 
female. Found in grassland or oushveld with 
jong rank grass, usually near water. Forages 
on the ground or among 

grass. May build its own nest, 

but usually breeds in the old 

nests of Southern Red 

Bishops. (Rooiassie) 
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Cut-throat Finch 

The male's red band across the throat is 
diagnostic. The female resembles the male, 
but lacks this red band. The heads of both 
sexes are finely barred, (The female Red- 
headed Finch has a plain brown head and 
neck.) Found in arid bushveld. A quict bird 
that forages on the ground, Can build its own, 
nests, but also roosts and 


breeds in old weaver nests or y 
in natural cavities. 


(Bandkeelvink) : 
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Red-headed Finch 

The male’s red head is characteristic, the 
female has a grey-brown head. Both sexes 
have grey-brown backs. Their underparts are 
spotted with white, each spot edged black; 
the female's spots are duller. Inhabits 
farmlands and grassy patches in arid 
bushveld. Forages on the ground. Drinks 
regulary. Breeds during winter 


in pairs or small colonies. gw) 
Uses old nests of weavers if 
and sparrows or natural iy 


cavities. (Rookkopvink)} gg 
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Southern Red Bishop 
The male's bright red and black breeding 
plumage is very conspicuous, The black on 
its face covers the forehead. (The Fire- 
crowned Bishop occurs in a small area in the 
north-east. It has @ red crown.) The female 
and non-breeding male resemble Golden 
Bishops, but have more boldly striped 
breasts, Frequents rank grass 
or reed beds. One male may ¢ 
have up to seven females. 
(Suidelike rooivink) 
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Golden Bishop 
The breeding male's bright yellow back and 
wn are conspicuous. The underparts are 


c 


black. The female and non-breeding male 
resemble those of the Red Bishop, but their 
belies are paler and the backs slightly rufous. 
Found in rank grass, in reed beds on 
marshes or near dams, Forages on grass 


fight. 
(Goudgeetvink) 


Yellow-rumped Widow 

The yellow rump distinguishes the breeding 
‘ale from other shorttaled widows. (The 
White-winged Widow has a white shoulder 
patch. The Yeliow-backed Widow tacks the 
yolow rump and has @ long tai.) The female 
has dull yellow rump and streaked breast. 
Non-breeding males resemble females, but 
ne shoulders and rump are 
yellow Found in rank grass <— 
and marshes, on slopes or in \ {7 

leys.Amale may have upto 
‘e females. (Kaapse flap) 
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White-winged Widow 
The breeding male is black with white and 
yellow patches on the wing, and a blue-grey 
bill. The male displays by fanning its tal. The 
non-breeding male resembles the female, but 
is larger and retains the coloured wing 
patches, (The non-breeding Yellow-rumped 
Widow retains its yellow rump.) Found in rank 
grassland next to farmlands 
and roads, usually in < 
thomveld. A male may have 
up to tour females. 

(Witvlerktlap) 
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Red-shouldered Widow 

The breeding male is the only short-talled 
widow with red shoulders. The non-breeding 
male and female resemble each other, out the 
female is smaller and has golden brown 
shoulders while the male's shoulders are 
rufous. (The non-breeding Long-tailed Widow 
is similar, but larger.) Found in marshes and 
open rank grassland. Forages 
mostly on the ground. A male 
has more than one female. 
(Kortstertiiap) 
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Long-tailed Widow 
The black breeding male has characteristic 
red shoulders with a buff area undemeath, 
The tail is longer and thicker than that of the 
Red-collared Widow. The shoulder patches 
are paler in the brown non-breeding male. 
The female is smaller and lacks the red 
shoulder patches. Inhabits open arassland, 
marshes and valleys, espe- 

cially in moist country. Flocks. <>") 


roost in reed beds. A male \ {, 
may have up to six females. 


(Langstertiiap) "932 
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Red-collared Widow 


The long tail and red band across the throat 
distinguish the black breeding male. (The 
Long-talled Widow has a red and buf 
shoulder patch and no red band across the 
throat) The female is similar to the non- 
breeding male, with plain underparts and 
lacking the shoulder patches. Found in rank 
grass in marshes, valleys and 

open bushveld. Forages on < 
the ground or on grasses. A 

male may have up to three 

females (Rookeetlap) 


Paradise Whydah 

The breeding male has a very distinctive 
plumage and long tail. (The Broad-tailed 
Paradise Whydah has a broader tail tio and is 
found in the north-east; non-breeding males 
similar) The female and non-oreeding 
je have grey bills and paler head bands 
and bellies than the Pin-talled Whydah. 
Prefers thornveld. The 
breeding male hovers with an 
undulating tail. Brood 
parasitises Melba Finches. 
(Gewone paradysvink) 862 
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Pin-tailed Whydah 
The breeding male's long tail feathers and 
white underparts (yellow in the Shaft-ailed 
\Whydah) are characteristic. The bill remains 
red when not breeding, The female and non- 
breeding male have more boldly striped 
heads than the Shaftailed Whydah, and 
wir legs are grey. Found in open bushveld 
and grassland. Forages on 
the ground and chases ather <a 


birds, Brood parasitises main- & sy 


y the Common Waxtil | 
(Koningrooibekkie) 860 | 
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Shaft-tailed Whydah 
The breeding male's underparts are tawny 
yellow. The long spatula-shaped tal feathers 
differ from those of the Pin-taled Whydeh. The 
bill remains orange-red when not breeding. 
The non-breeding male (similar to the famale) 
nas a less cistinetvely striped head than the 
other whydahs. The legs are dull red. Found in 
ard thomveld, Forages on the 
ground, Brood parasitises the 
Violet-eared Waxtil. The male 
has more than one fernale. 
Pylstertrooibekkie) 
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Steel-blue Widow-finch 

Both sexes have red legs and bils. (The 
Purple Widow-finch has a white bill and 
pinkish legs. The Black Widow-finch has a 
White bill and red legs.) The breeding male is, 
black, The female and non-breeding male 
are brown with boldly striped heads. Inhabits 
arid bushveld and thickets with rank grass 
Forages on bare patches on 
the ground. Brood parasitises 
the Rectbilled Firefinch. 
(Staalolouvinkio) 
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Purple Widow-finch 
The white bills and pale legs distinguish both 
sexes from other widow-finches, (The Steel- 
blue Widow-finch has a red bill and legs. The 
Black Widow-finch has a white bill and red 
legs.) The breeding male is black. The female 
and nor-breeding male are brown with boldly 
sinped heads. Found in arid thomveld, bush- 
veld and farmland. Forages 
on the ground. Brood para- < 
sitises Jameson's Firefinch 
(Witpaoiblowvinkie) 
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Bronze Mannikin 
The brown back, black head and white 
underparts, finely barred on the flanks, are 
characteristic. The upper jaw is black, the 
lower grey. (The Red-backed Mannikin, an 
eastern species, has a black head, neck and 
breast, a rufous back and a grey bill) The 
immature is plain buff. Found in grassy areas 
in moist bushveld near thick- 
els and on old farmlands. 
Small flocks forage on the 
ground or on grasses. Roosts 
in nests. (Gewone fret) 
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Golden-breasted Bunting 
\dentified by the striped head, the golden 
breast and rufous back. There is a white 
pend above and below the eyes. (Cabanis's 
Bunting, in the north-east, has a grey back 
and black cheeks without the white band 
below the eye.) Found in various types of 
woodland and bushveld, as well as in riverine 
bush. Forages on the ground 
among grass and shrubs, not 
in the open. When disturbed, 
‘les into a tree. 
(Rooirugstreepkoppie) B84 
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Cape Bunting 
The grey back and breast and rufous wings 
‘istinguish it from other buntings. The throat 
rnd the bands above and below the eyes are 
vnite. (The Cinnamon-breasted Rock 
Bunting has a black throat and a cinnamon- 
coloured body.) Usually found in racky areas, 
even in arid country, but often near water. 
ages on the ground. 


equently calls from a rock. ey 
Although tame, it is easily 
sverlooked o/ 
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Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting 

The cinnamon body and the male's boldly 
siriped head and neck are characteristic. 
The heads of the female and immature are 
grey. (Tne Cape Bunting has a white throat 
and grey breast.) Found in rocky country: 
cocky hills, clifis and dry river courses. 
When disturbed, it fies onto a rock which is 
used as a vantage point. 


Forages on the ground. An 
unobtrusive bird. 
(Kaneelborsklipstreepkoppie) 
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Lark-like Bunting 

A drab-looking bird that is difficult to 
identify. A pale, light cinnamon. bird 
resembling a lark. The wings are darker 
(buff-rufous) than the underparts. The 
eyebrow and moustachial stripes are buff 
white. Prefers arid country: rocky hills or 
mountain slopes and dry river courses, but 
is usually near water, Always 


nomadic, Often calls from a a> 
rock or the top of a shrub. 
(Vaalstreepkoppie) 
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Black-throated Cana: 

The finely streaked head and the black- 
speckled throat are diagnostic. The yellow 
rump contrasts with the pale brown body. The 
while-tipped tail is visible in flight, (The larger 
White-throated Canary also has a yellow 
rump, but the bill is larger and the throat 
white.) Inhabits arid woodland, bushveld and 
riverine vegetation, usually 
near water Groups forage 
mostly on the ground, but also 
in trees, grass and shrubs 
Unobtrusive,  (Bergkanarie) 
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White-throated Canary 

The white throat, very large bill and yellow 
rump are diagnostic. (The Black-throated 
Canary, also with a yellow rump, has a black- 


B | speckled throat. Sireaky-neaded and Protea 


Canaries, with white throats, lack the yellow 
tump.) The habitat is arid thomveld, Karoo 
‘scrub, coastal bush and desert, usually near 
water. Drinks regularly. se 


Forages mostly on the Ora 
ground, but also in shrubs. \ 7 
Nomagic. A quiet bird / 


(Witkeelkanane) 879 


: = no 
Ss = it R\|ow 


Cape Canary 

The grey nape and sides of the neck are 
chatacteristic. The yellow forehead and 
crown further distinguish this canary from 
other yellow canaries. The female is paler 
n the male. the grey nape extending 
around the neck, meeting on the breast. 
Found in hilly scrub, montane grassiand and 
cullivated fields. Forages on 
ground or on grass stems. <—~-* 
metimes breeds in colo- \ 
nies 

(Kaapse kanarie) 872 


ae <4 iF. 
bk BOF E 


AWK 


Yellow-eyed Canary 
ery similar fo the Yellow Canary, but occurs 
1) various types of bushveld, woodland and 
viverine bush, The characteristic facial pattern 
sists of conspicuous black eye and 
moustachial stripes. The crown and neck are 
yey, (Bully Canaries are larger with larger 
\Is and the facial pattern is less prominent.) 
‘orages mostly on the 
ound. Flies into the nearest 
ree when disturbed. 
Geeloogkanarie) 
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Yellow Canary 

Similar to the Yellow-eyed Canary, but occurs 
in the arid west. The facial pattern is less 
prominent than in the Yellow-eyed Canary 
‘The male becomes progressively Uatker ut! 
ine upperparts towards the north-east. (The 
Bully Canary is brighter and has a larger bill.) 
The female is greyer, her underparts 
streaked. Found in various 

\ypes of scrud and grassland, 

even in very arid country. 

(Geelkanarie) 
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